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HENRY.—No. II. 


‘ TO MOURNFIELD. 


——*“ "Tis better to be lowly born, 
« And range with humble livers in content 
Than to be perch’d up ina glitt’ring grief 
“And wear a golden forrow.”—— 


"THE man of the world would pafs 
by my retreat—if reflection fhould 
come acrofs his brain, he would per- 
haps caft a pafling glance and exclaim, 
4‘ Miferable inhabitant of the lowly 
cot, I pity thee’———If it wandered 
to my ears, what fhould I fay ?— 
“ Pafs on thou worm of the earth— 
I thank thee not for thy pity—-thou art 
in the habit of beftowing where it is 
not wanted—I need net thy pity— 
take mine—thou needeft it—return 
to thy palace—glut thy eyes with the 
fight of thy gold arid thy filver—thy 
fplendid furniture, and thy glittering 
gew-gaws—drain thy coftly viands, 
and create thy appetite ane. , to drain 
more—iffue thy frantic orders to thy 
liveried train of hirelings—But, pats 
me by—infult me not with the pity 
which flows not from the heart—-go, 
trifler—and if thou canft not improve 
thofe talents thou has been intrufted 
with—at leaft, return them to thy 
Maker no worse than thou didft re- 
ceive thenm—* Alas, miserable inba- 
bitant of the palace, I pity thee.” 

A fhort time fince, my mind was 
involved in total darknefs—the light 
of humanity was extinguifhed, | fear- 
éd, forever. But, again, the taper 
buias dim—it is not vanifhed—tI fee 
one feeble ray emitted from it—** Let 
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it be my care,” faid I, “to nourifh 
it—let me endeavour to fan it into a 
flame, which may warm every heart 
within the reach of its genial influ- 
ence.” Mournfield thou art this ray 
—I thank thee for thy attention— 
Thy pen befpeaks thee mild and affec« 
tionatee ‘Thou haft deigned to think 
on one, whom the world have been 
pleated to negleQ—I’ll rank thee in 
the lift with Kate—she oft has dried 
my tears—sbe knows the blifs of 
“ feeling for another’s woe.” No, 
Mournfield, thy attention is “no zn- 
trusion.” J wilh not to be noticed 
by the giddy or the callous— but, 
to you I'l liften—You have not been 
content with admiring the splendid 
cover of the Book of Nature—you 
have opened it—impart to me the 
refult of thy refearches. Thou know- 
eft mankind, Mournfield—do’ft thou 
not d/ush for them? Would to God, 
they knew tdemselves—perhaps ’tis 
better they donot. Could yon mor- 
tal fee the refleGtion of his mind, 
would he ftop to contemplate its beau- 
ties, as he does thofe of his face in 
the plealing  glafs? Mournfield, I 
would not that thou fhouldf be of 
this race—Thy pen feems to be guid- 
ed by thy heart—thy heart by fym- 
pathy. ’Tis long fince I looked on 
man with the eye of joy—the evafive 
refufal of unfeeling pride ftill vibrates 
in my ears—as it vibrates, it lulls 
ine into the torpor of indifference 
---but thou haft awakened in me 
the expiring fpirit of curiofity. 
Who art thou Mournfield? Like the 
anxious~lover, I dread thy anfwer, 
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plucking tlie twigs from the willow--- 
She milks the cow---She prepares the 
ruftic fare for her Jacob---She turns 
the wheel to provide him raiment. 
Ah, Mournfield, how happy do thefe 
ruftics live. I vifit them in my ram- 
bles---Jacob receives me with plea- 
fure---for he knows I wifh not to in- 
jure him---He calls me his fon---he 
feats me by his fide on the grafs---he 
tells me the “ Tale of otber times”— 
Dorcas prepares the bowl of cool milk 
to refrefh me after my wanderings--- 
She liftens to Jacob---fhe affifts him 
in the tale, when his memory fails. 
“ Henry,” faid he the other day, 
“ Henry, beware of mankind---they 
are all in the fearch for plunder---they 
will not heed thy cries---they will not 
wipe the fweat from thy brow---they 
will not pluck.the thorn from thy 
foot--No, Henry, they delight in 
planting another---truft them not---If 
thy welfare will ailift them, then in- 
deed mayeft thou expe their atten- 
tion !---but look not for an ation of 
man, disinterested---thou wilt he dis- 
appointed.” “ Are they all bad, 
father ?---what mean all thofe pro- 
feffions of friend{hip---all thofe offers 
of ailiftance, which yon great man 
makes to the fuppliant---do they mean 
nothing?” “ Alas! Henry, nothing--- 
’tis the price for his adulation. Man 
sometimes gives a trifle to the fufferer 
---never willingly---when it is given, 
tis not for thee, but for thy flattery. 
If ever real friendfhip exifted on earth, 
it took its abode in the breaft of a 
wife---there, sometimes, it may exift 
---seldom there. No, no, Henry, 
truft them not.” “ Father you feem 
to live happy with Dorcas.” “ Aye, 
my fon, I know now, what it is to 
be content---We married for /ove---we 
lived on the fplendid repaft for a time 
---but we were fatiated---we began to 
perceive that fomething more was 
neceflary to keep the torch of life 
alive. She perceived foon my fail- 


ings---I was rather dilatory in per- 
ceiving ber’s---Perhaps,” faid he, as 
he turned to Dorcas, * perhaps ’twas 
I am dull---perhaps, Dorcas, 
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becaufe thou art a woman.” The 
old man fometimes jefts-—’tis not the 
jeft of malice---No, ’tis the effufion 
of a contented mind. “ We tried to 
fuit ourfelves to each other---She ex- 
erted herfelf to overlook my errors--- 
I was grateful, and I overlooked her’s. 
We enjoy now a happinefs, rather 
mechanical than natural---We live 
happy, becaufe we lose nothing by 
it.”’ 

Mournfield I will fhew thee Jacob 
and Dorcas---from them thou fhalt 
learn the road to content. 

I will fhew thee the “Servant of 
the Lord.” He lives beyond the 
woods, clofe to the village---1 will 
fhew him to thee---thou fhalt fee him 
with his parifhioners. 

But ftop, Mournfield, ’tis now the 
dead of night---Kate has retired to 
her couch---Filario fleeps under the 
table---All is filent, but the owl---he 
is perched on the barn---his {creams 
reach me at intervals, as ’tis watchin 
for his prey---Surely, Mournfield, if 
he fhould refide in the city---if he 
fhould utter there his piercing fcream 
---furely ’twould fright the midnight 
thief---Surely he could not hear that 
feream wnappalled---A feather would 
knock the guilty down---my lamp 
burns dim---the cricket chirps his 
notes in the chimney---all elfe is ftill. 

I muft to bed---thou fhalt know 
more of Henry. Thou fayeft thou 
wilt liften to me---alas! ’tis not much 
matter---I fhall rot forget thee in my 
prayers --- 1 cannot {pare much for 
thee---but what I give, I give cheer- 
fully. HENRY. 

_—— 


For the Weekly Magazine. 
ON AMBITION. 


A MBITION is an Jgnis Fatuus, a 
blazing meteor, which: attracts by its 
fplendour, the footfteps of the traval- 
ler, and frequently leads him into 
difficulties from which he is unable 
to extricate himfelf. There are fome 
who by the favour of fortune, have 
attained the obje& of their ambition, 
but are they on that account bleffed 
with 
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yet must have ite I fear to know thee 
—for thou too may be as the deadly 
poifon in the fplendid goblet. I think 
well of thee—’Twill but add one more 
pang to Henry, if he is difappointed. 
If his vifions be realized—if thou a& 
only fluttering on the furface of diffi- 
pation—if thou haft not sunk deep 
into it—let me extend my hand to 
lead thee along the path of experi- 
ence—perhaps, to content——Again, 
Mournfield who art thou?—I muft 
know thee— 

‘‘When puzzling doubts the anxious 

bofom feize, 

‘To know the worft, is fome degree 

of eale’”’— 

Why do you fay an interview is im- 
practicable? Why thus tantalize me? 
Come Mournfield, come and wander 
with me—I’ll fhew you my retreat— 
I’jl introduce you to thofe few mor- 
tals that are fcattered round it—those 
ew who treat Henry with affection. 
’Tis in the midft of a wood—humble 
and lowly as the mind of its tenant— 
it contains three apartments — the 
kitchen, the parlour, and my room 
for ftudy. Kate occupies the firft, 
the ruftic vifitors the fecond, myfelf 
the laft. Filario fleeps out when ’tis 
warm—when ’tis cold, he takes care 
of himfelf. 

Til thew thee to Kate—fhe was 
young and bandsome—She fays fo,— 
why fhould 1 doubt it? I never be- 
lieve but one balfa woman fays—not 
so much when it comes from a man. 
The beauties of her face have been 
content with their victims—In pity 
to mankind, they have retired to the 
fequeftered habitation of the mind— 
they fhine there with encreafed luftre 
—-One, occafionally, efcapes from its 
confinement, and vifits its ancient 
refidence. It beholds the ruins of a 
once fplendid edifice—it fickens for 
want of company, and quick returns. 
She is very good to me, Mournfield— 
Jf Henry ftays beyond the ufual time, 
Kate ‘is uneafy. She runs to the door 
—fhe watches for him. If the fee 
him not, fhe wanders round the cot. 
In my contemplations under the oak, 
hear her fhrill notes—I rife to join 
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her. She rebukes me mildly for my 
long ftay—while the {mile of benevo- 
lence beams in her eye. 

My cot ftands in a valley, at the 
foot of three hills) From the fummit 
of the hill behind it, you fee faintly 
at a diftance, the metropolis—the 
feat of {pledour, of diffipation; of 
luxury and of vice. The atmoiphere 
over it looks thick and gloomy. Me- 
thinks, Mournfield, it muft have an 
effe& on the ideas of the inhabitants. 
From the top of the hill to the right, 
you defcern nought but a few fcat- 
tered huts—here and there, a build- 
ing appears, which marks the fuperior 
wealth of its owner. As you ftand 
on the hill to the left, you behold the 
Delaware. See yon veflel—’tis waft- 
ing the simple face of the weftern 
world, to the fhores of the eaftern ; 
whofe duxuries it returns in exchange. 
Ah! Mournfield, what do we gain by 
this trafic? Why fhould man pant 
after the /uxuries of the world?) Why 
fo lightly value its necessaries 2? He 
is never content. Born in a palace, 
he fighs for the cot—the tenant of 
the cot fighs in return for the palaces 
When will this artificial appetite be 
glutted? when will it ceafe to exift? 
Then only will man be happy—nevery 
Mournfield—never till then. 

Before my cot, you may extend the 
eye about half a mile along the val- 
ley---the woods bound the view---At 
the end of it ftands the fimple hut of 
a bafket-maker. A rivulet runs gently 
by his door---its banks contain the 
materials for his bafkets. As fit at 
my door, I fee him toiling at his daily 
labour---he fits on his willow-chair--- 
he weaves the flender twigs---he 
whiftles, and is happy. He is aged--- 
he has long fince travelled over the 
land of trouble---He is now at reft in 
the country of content beyond. His 
partner, aged as himfelf, ftill is the 
objec of heaven’s dest bounty. Her 
health, a good old friend to her, ftill 
remains. She brought it into the 
world with her---’tis a treafure. Hap- 
py, Mournfield, that fhe keeps it 
beyond the knowledge of man---tbere 
only is a treafure fafe.e She aflifls in 
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ing at the tea-table, in company, in 
feafon and out of feafon---*Oh! here 
is another piece of Henry’s---poor 
dear fellow, how I pity him for his 
mifhaps---and above all for that sen- 
sibility which he appears poffeffed of--- 
fo much like myfelf. Would that I 
knew who he is.” I fay fir, if the 
confideration of fuch fentiments as 
thefe, falling from the ruby lips of 
angel beauty, will not induce him to 
proceed with his :nteresting narrative, 
I muft e’en give the matter up, not 
believing that any thing which I can 
urge will have the defired effea. 
But it can never be poflible that a 
young man, as he fays he is, (however 
moping and melancholy he may be) 
can refift the flattering idea of being 
interefting to the fair fex, and read 
with approbation by the novelifts and 
fonneteers of all ages and sizes---of 
being pitied, admired, and extolled 
by boarding-fchool miffes, and hoary 
headed folly. He will furely be ex- 
cited by the defire of kindling kindred 
feelings in fuch bofoms; and he will 
no doubt recolle& that 

«* When nature wakes the genial f{prings 

of life, 
‘* Still unfubdu’d amidft the fickly ftrife, 
** His fymathetic heart muft catch the joy, 
“* And boundlefs rapture ev’ry hour em- 
ploy.” 

Under this perfuafion I bid adieu 
to the fubje&t, doubting not but he 
will purfue his instructive tale, and 
will continue to gratify and amufe his 
delighted readers with the chara¢ters, 
hiftory, &c. &c. of the honeft land- 
lady, good Kate and faithful Filario 
—the fpinning wheel, broken thread 
and Andrew's old cloak, until they 
fhall become as minutely and as per- 
feétly acquainted with the village and 
its inhabitants near his folitary retreat, 
as they are with their own domeftic 
and family concerns. While thofe 
readers, in common gratitude, cannot 
but addrefs their favourite Henry, in 
the fame manner and language that I 
have already ; 





«“Oft may fuch themes thy foul delight, 
“And itill proceed, young bard, in envy’s 
{pite.” MOMUS. 
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ACCOUNT OF THE BIRDS FOUND IN 
THE HIGH NORTHERN LATI- 
TUDES OF THIS CONTINENT. 


From Hearne’s Journey from the Prince 
of Wales Fort, in Hudfon’s-Bay, to the 
Northern Ocean. ] 


[Goncluded from page 364. | 
W HITE GULLS. Thefe birds 


vifit Hudfon‘s Bay in great numbers, 
both on the fea coafts and in the in- 
terior parts, and probably extend 
quite acrofs the continent of America. 
They generally make their appear- 
ance at Churchill river about the 
middle of May; build their nefts on 
the iflands in lakes and rivers; lay 
two fpeckled eggs, and bring forth 
their young in June. Their eggs 
are generally efteemed good eating, 
as wellas the flefh of thofe in the 
interior parts of the country, though 
they feed on fith and carrione™ They 
make their ftay on Hudfon’s Bay as 
long in the fall as the froft will per- 
mit them to procure a livelihood. 

Grey Gu tvs. Thefe birds, though 
common, are by no means plentiful ; 
and I never knew their breeding- | 
places, as they feldom make their ap- 
pearance at Churchill river till the 
fall of the year. and remain there 
only till the ice begins to be formed 
about the fhores. They feldom fre- 
quent the interior parts of the coun- 
trys [hey are not inferior in fize to 
the former, and in the fall of the year 
are generally fat. The flefh is white 
and very good eating!; and, like moft 
other gulls, they are a moit excellent 
fhot when on the wing. 

Brack Gu.ts, ufually called in 
Hudfon’s Bay, men-of-war, from their 
purfuing and taking the prey from a 
leffer fpecies of gull, known in that 
country by the name of black-head. 
In fize they are much inferior to the 
two former fpecies ; but, like them, 
always make their nefts on iflands, or 
at the margins of lakes or ponds ; 
they lay only two eggs, and are found 
at a confifterable diftance frum the 
fea coaft. The length of their wings 
is very great in proportion to the 


body ; 
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with a larger portion of felicity than 

they poffeffed before? The man who 

has obtained the name of a conqueror 

at the expenfe of the lives of thou- 

fanes, or he who has accumulated 

wealth by the oppreflion of the 

wretched, are they in pofleffion of 
more happinefs than the labourer who 
earns a {canty fubliftance by the fweat 
of hisbrow? No—but remcrfe will 
be their infeparable companion and 
the cries of the innocent whom they 
have wronged, for vengeance will be 
forever in their imagination: while 
the cottayer on his bed of ftraw, 
bleffed with a fenfe of confcious in- 
nocence and reCtitude, enjoys peace- 
ful and refrefhing flumber, they re- 
clining on their beds of down, in 
vain feek for repofe; for if exhaufted 
nature finks to fleep, fuch horrid 
forms prefent themfelves to their 
fancy, and torture their imagination, 
that they awake in all the agony of 
remorfe, and every fucceeding day 
is given them only to experience the 
torments of a guilty confcience. The 
labourer when he returns from his 
daily toil enjoys his brown cruft more 
than they do the greateft dainties, 


and the fatigue of the day yields him 


the enjoyment of the moft profound 
fleep— 
“* Like the gay birds that fing him to 
repofe 
*¢ Content and carelefs of to-morrow’s 
face— |§THomson’s SEASONS. 
JUNIUS. 
— OEE 
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AN INVITATION TO HENRY 


« Proceed, young bard! proceed in en- 
vy’s {pite— 

«* That fhade which follows all whofe 
works delight, 

“ Haunts their fwift progrefs, fkulking 
in the rear, 

“ And ftrives to vilify their bright career, 

« But who would fhun fol’s glorious 
beams of light, 

** Left a diftorted fhadow mock his fight.” 


PERUSING lately one of the num- 
bers of the Weekly Magazine; my 
attention was drawn toa piece under 
the fignature of Henry. It appeared 
_ %o me extraordinary that the writer, 











who fays he has much caufe for com- 
plaint, fhould feel fo much reluctance 
to make public the evils with which 
he is afflicted. He wifhes them to be 
known, yet dare not reveal them--- 
unlefs he is certain some perfon will 
read them. Why entertain a doubt 
of it---it would be ftrange if a perfon 
of some defcription or other, did not 
throw away a moment in reading 
them. Go on then unhappy youth-- 
continue to pour forth thy “ forrow 
freighted” flrains, and fear not but 
they will be read by many a fympa- 
thizing child of grief. 

This delicacy of Henry’s is infuf- 
ferable. It cannot be endured by 
the lovers of rhyming folly and un- 
meaning profe, fince it may deprive 
them of the delicious treat which a 
frefh importation ff@m the realms of 
abfurdity muft afford. Can the vota- 
ries of nonfenfe bear the idea of his 
cutting fhort the thread of his narra- 
tive, before they become perfecly ac- 
quainted with miftrefs Kate his houfe- 
keeper, his dog Filario,---his landlady 
(who I fuppofe deals in gin twist) and 
probably half a dozen more important 
perfonages, whom he may yet defign 
to bring upon the ftage. No, no, 
this cannot be borne, and I muft beg 
of you Mr. Editor, to tell fquire Hen- 
ry, Tinfift upon his laying afide (at 
leaft for a time) his fo amiable mo- 
defty, and proceed to detail, or retail, 
to us his misfortunes. Affure him 
that I will read them till “ by fympa- 
thy’s [weet touch they are made my 
own”---that I will give groan for 
groan---sigh for sigh, and tear for 
tear---and that when bis eyes are dry 
mine shall weep for both.--- 

** Alack, and alas! and what more can 
I fay” 

If this promife does not fatisfy our 
difconfolate hero, I know not what 
will’ There is but one expedient 
more which I can think of to induce 
him conclude his hiftory, and that is, 
by recalling to his recolle&ion how 
many prattling goflips and lifping 
miffes will be delighted with Henry. 
Only afk him to confider how inchant- 
ing muft it be to hear them exclaim- 
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portionably thick. Thofe that fre- 
quent the interior parts of the country 
prey much on crawfith, which are 
very numerous in fome of the fhal- 
low ftony rivers. In the fall of the 
year they are very fat, and though 
they always feed on fifh, yet their 
fiefh at that feafon is very good; and 
they remain in thofe parts as long as 
the froft will permit them to procure 
a fubfiftence. 

Swans. There are two fpecies of 
this bird that vifit Hudfon’s Bay in 
fummer; and only differ in fize, as 
the plumage of both are perfectly 
white, with black bill and legs. The 
{maller fort are more frequent near 
the fea-coaft, but by no means plenti- 
ful, and are moft frequently feen in 
pairs, but fometimes fingle, probably 
owing to their mates having been 
killed on their pailage north. Both 
{fpecies ufually breed on the iflands 
which are in lakes ; and the eggs of 
the larger {pecies are fo big, that one 
of them is a fufficient meal for a 
moderate man; without bread, or 
any other addition. In the interior 
parts of the country the larger {wan 
precedes every other {pecies of water 
fowl, and in fome years arrive fo 
early as the month of March, long 
before the ice of the rivers is broken 
up. At thofe times they always fre- 
quent the open waters of falls and 
rapids, where they are frequently thot 
by the Indians in confiderable num- 
bers» They ufually weigh upwards 
of thirty pounds, and the lefler {pe- 
cies from eighteen to twenty-four. 
The fleth of bozh are excellent eating. 
and when roafted, is equal in flavour 
to young heifer-beef, and the cygnets 
are very delicate. 

Notwithftanding the fize of this 
bird, they are fo fwift on the wing 
as to make them the moft difficult to 
fhoot of any bird I know, it being 
frequently neceffury to take fight ten 
or twelve feet before their bills. This, 
however, is only when flying before 
the wind in a brifk gale, at which 
time they cannot fly at a lefs rate 
than an hundred miles an hour; but 
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when flying acrofs the wind or againft 
it, they make but a flow progrefs, 
and are then a noble fhot. In their 
moulting ftate they are not eafily 
taken, as their large feet, with the 
afliftaace of their wings, enables them 
to run on the furface of the water as 
faft as an Indian canoe can be pad- 
dled, and therefore they are always 
obliged to be fhot; for by diving 
and other mancuvres they render it 
impoffible to take them by hand. It 
has been faid that the fwans whiftle 
or fing before their death, and I have 
read fome elegant defcriptions of it 
in fome of the poets; but I have 
never heard any thing of the kind 
though I have been at the deaths of 
feveral. It is true, in ferene evenings, 
after fun-fet, I have heard them make 
a noife not very unlike that of a 
French-horn, but entirely divefted of 
every note that conftituted melody, 
and have often been forry to find it 
did not forebode their deathe Mr. 
Lawfon, who, as Mr. Pennant juitly 
remarks, was no innaccurate obferver, 
properly enough calls the largeft fpe- 
cies trumpeters, and the lefler, hoop- 
ers. Some years ago, when I built 
Cumberland Houfe, the Indians kil- 
led thofe birds in fuch numbers; that 
the down and quills might have been 
procured in confiderable quantities at 
a trifling expence; but fince the 
depopulation of the natives by the 
{mall-pox, which has alfo driven the 
few furvivers to frequent other parts 
of the country, no advantage can be 
made of thofe articles, though of 
confiderable value in England*. 





* Mr. Pennant, in treating of the 
whiftling Swan, takes notice of the form- 
ation of the windpipe; but on examina- 
tion, the windpipes of both the fpecies 
which frequent Hudfon’s Bay are found 
to beexaily alike, though their note ts 
quite different. ‘The brea{i-bone of this 
bird is different from any other I have 
feen; for inftead of being fharp and 
folid, like that of a goofe, it is broad 
and hollow. Into this cavity the wind- 
pipe pafies from the valve, and reaching 
quite down to the abdomen, and returns 
into the chefl, and joins the lungs. Nei- 
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body ; the tail 1s uniform, and the 
two middle feathers are four or five 
inches longer than the reft. Their 
eggs are always eaten, both by the 
Indians and Englifh; but the bird 
itfelf is generally rejected, except 
when other provifions are very fcarce. 

Biack-HEADSs. ‘Thefe are the 
fimalleft fpecies of gull that I know. 
They vifit the fea coaft of Hudfon’s 
Bay in fuch vaft numbers, that they 
are frequently feen in flocks of feveral 
hundreds; and I have known bufhels 
of their eggs taken on an ifland of 
very {mall circumference. Thefe 
eges are very delicate eating, the 
yolks being equal to that of a young 
pullet, and the whites of a femi-tran- 
fparent azure, but the bird itfelf is 
alwaysfifhy. Their affection for their 
young is fo ftrong, that when any per- 
fon attempts to rob their nefts, they 
fly at him, and fometimes approach 
fo near as to touch him with their 
pinnions; 2nd when they find their 
lofs, will frequently follow the plun- 
derer to a confiderable diftance, and 
exprefs their grief by making an unu- 
fual {creaming noife. 

This bird may be ranked with the 
elegant part of the feathered creation, 
though it is by no means gay. The 
bill, legs, and feet are of a rich fcar- 
let ; crown black, and the remainder 
of the plumage of a light afh colour, 
except the quill-feathers, which are 
prettily barred, and tipped with black, 
andthe tail much forked, The flight, 
or extent of wing, in this bird, is 


very great, in proportion to the body. ° 


They are found as far north as has 
hitherto been vifited, but retire to 
the fouth early in the fall. 
Peticans. Thofe birds are nu- 
merous in the interior parts of the 
country, but never appear near the 
fea-coaft. They generally frequent 
large lakes, and always make their 
nefts on iflands. They are fo provi- 


dent for their young, that great quan- 
tities of fifhlie rotting near their nefts, 
and emit fuch a horrid {tench as to 
be {melt at a confiderable diftance. 
The fleln of the young pelican is 





frequently eaten by the Indians; and ag 
they are always very fat, great quan- 
tities of it is melted down, and pre- 
ferved in bladders for winter ufe*, 
to mix with pounded flefh; but by 
keeping, it grows very rank. ‘The 
pelicans in thofe parts are about the 
lize of a common goofe; their plumage 
is of a delicate white, except the 
guill-feathers, which are black. The 
bill is near a foot Jong ; and the bag, 
which reaches from the outer-end of 
the under-mandible to the breaft, is 
capable of containing upwards of three 
quarts. The fkins of thofe birds are 
thick and tough, and are frequently 
dreffed by the Indians and converted 
into bags, but are never made into 
clothing, though their feathers are as 
hard, clofe, and durable, as thofe of 
a loon. 

GoosANDERS, ufually called in 
Hudfon’s Bay, fhell-drakes. Thofe 
birds are very common on the fea 
coaft, but in the interior parts fly in 
very large flocks. The bill is long 
and narrow, aud toothed like a faw; 
and they have a tuft of feathers at 
the back of the head, which they 
can erect at pleafure. They are moft 
excellent divers, and fuch great de- 
ftroyers of fifh, that they are fre- 
quently obliged to vomit fome of them 
before they can take flight. Though 
not murch larger than the mallard 
duck, they frequently {wallow fith of 
fix or feven inches long and pro- 





* Inthe fall of 1774, when I firft fet- 
tled at Cumberland Houfe, the Indians 
impofed on me and my people very much, 
by felling us Pelican fat for the fat of 
the black bear. Our knowledge of the 
delicacy of the latter induced us to referve 
this fat for particular purpofes; but 
when we came to open the bladders, it 
was little fuperior to train cil, and was 
only eatable by a few of my crew. which 
at that time confifted only of eight Eng- 
lilhmen and two of the home Indians 
from York Fort. 

Cumberland Houfe was the firft inland 
fettlement the Company made from Hud- 
fon’s Fort; and though begun on fo {mall 
aicale, yet upon it and Hudfon’s Houfe, 
which is fituated beyond it, upwards of 
Jeventy men were now employed. 


portionably 





good day’s work to kill thirty. Some 
years back it was common for an In- 
dian to kill from a thoufand to twelve 
hundred geefe in one feafon; but lat- 
terly he is reckoned a good hunter 
that kills three hundred. Thisis byno 


means owing to the degeneracy of 


the natives; for the geefe of late 
years do not frequent thofe parts in 
fuch numbers as formerly. The gene- 
ral breeding place of this bird is not 
known to any Indian in Hudfon’s 
Bay, not even to the Efquimaux who 
frequent the remoteft north. The 
general route they take in their re- 
turn to the fouth in the fall of the 
year, is equally unknown; for though 
fuch multitudes of them are feen at 
Churchill river in the {pring, and are 
frequently killed to the amount of 
five or fix thoufand; yet t in the fall 
of the year, feven or eight hundred is 
confidered a good hunt. At York 
Fort, though only two degrees fouth 
of Churchill river, the geefe feafons 
fluctuate fo much, that in fome fprings 
they have falted forty hogtheads, and 
in others not more than one or two: 
and at Albany Fort, the {pring feafon 
is by no means to be depended on; 
but ia the fall they frequently falt 
fixty hogtheads of geefe, befides great 
quantities of plover. The retreat of 
thofe birds in winter is equally un- 
known, as that of their breeding- 
places. I obferve in Mr. Pennant’s 
Artic Zoology, that about Jakutz, 
and other parts of Siberia, they are 
caught in great numbers, both in 
nets, and oy decoying them into 
hovels; but if thefe are the fame 
birds, they muft at times vary as much 
in manner as they do in fituation; 
for in Hudfon’s Bay they are the 
fhyeft- and molt watchful of ail the 
fpecies of geefe, never fuffering an 
open approach, not even within two 
or three gun-fhots: yet in fome of 
the rivers near Cumberland Houle, 
and at Baiquiau, the Indians fre- 
quently kill twenty at one fhot ; but 
this is only done in moon-light nights, 
when the geefe are fitting on the 
mud, and the fportfmen are perfe@ly 
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concealed from their view. Though 
the plumage of thofe geefe are per- 
fectly white, except the quill feathers, 
which are black, the {kin is of a dark 
lead-colour, and the flefh is excellent 
eating, either frefh or falt. They 
are much inferior in fize to the com- 
mon grey geefe, but equal to the Ca- 
nada geefe. 

Biue Grrse. This fpecies are 
of the fame fize as the fnow geefe; 
and, like them, the bill and legs are 
of a deep fle th-colour, but the whole 
plumage is of a dirty blue, refembling 
old lead. The fkin, a ftripped 
of its feathers, is of the fame colour 
as the fnow goofe, and they are 
equally good eating. This fpecies of 
geefe are feldom foun to the north of 
Churchill river, and not very common 
at York Fort; but at Albany Fort 
they are more plentiful than the white 
or fnow geefee Their breeding-places 
are as little known to the moft accu- 
rate obferver as thofe of the fnow 
geefe ; for I never knew any of their 
eves taken, and their winter haunts 
have hitherto been undifcovered. 
Thofe birds are freaucutly feen to 
lead a flock of the white ones; and 
as they generally fy in angles, it is far 
from unpleafant to fee a bird of a 
different colour leading the van. 
The leader is generally the obje& of 
the firft fportfman who fires, which 
throws the whole flock into fuch con- 
fufion, that fome of the other hun- 
ters frequently kill fix or feven at a 
fhot. 

HorneEp Wavey. This delicate 
and diminutive fpecies of the geofe 
is not much larger than the mallard 
duck. Its plumage is delicately white, 
except the gquill-feathers, which are 
black. The bill is not more than an 
inch long, and at the bafe is ftudded 
round with Jittle knobs about the 
fize of peas, but more remarkably fo 
in the males. Both the bill and feet 
are of the fame colour with thofe of 
the fhow goofe. This {pecieés is very 
fcarce at Churchill river, and I be- 
lieve are never found at any of the 
fouthern fettlements; but about two 
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Grrse. There are no lefs than 
ten different fpecies of geefe that fre- 
quent the various parts of iludfon’s 
Bay during fummer, and are as fol- 
low: Firft, the common grey goofe. 
Second, the Canada goofe. Third, 
the White, or Snow géofe. Fifth, the 
Blue goofe. Sixth, the laughing 
goofe. Seventh, the barren goofe. 
Eighth, the brent goofe. Ninth, the 
dunter; and tenth, the Bean goofe. 

Common Grey Goosr. This 
bird precedes every other fpecies of 
goofe in thofe parts, and in fome for- 
ward f{prings arrives at Churchill river 
fo early as the latter end of April, 
but more commonly from the eleventh 
to the fixteenth of May; and in one 
year it. was the twenty-fixth of May 
before any geefe made their appear- 
ance. At their firftarrival they ge- 
nerally come in pairs, and are fo fond 
of fociety, that they fly ftreight to 
the call that imitates their note; bv 
which means they are eafily fhot. 
They breed in great numbers in the 
plains and marfhes near Churchill 
river; and in fome years the young 
ones can be taken in confiderable 
numbers, and are eafily tamed; but 
will never learn to eat corn, unlefs 
fome of the old ones are taken with 
them, which is eafily done when in 
a moulting ftate. On the ninth of 


Auguft one thoufand feven bundred: 


and eighty-one, when I refided at 
Prince of Wales’s Fort, I fent fome 
Indians up Churchill river in canoes 
to procure fome of thofe geefe, and 
in the afternoon they were feen com- 
ing down the river with a large flock 
before them; the youngones not more 
than half-grown, and the old ones fo 
far in a moulting ftate as not to be 
capable of fiying ; fo that, with the 
ailiftance of the Englifh and the In- 
dians then refiding on the plantation 
the whole flock, to the amount of 
forty-one, was drove within the ftock- 
ade which inclofes the Fort, where 





ther of the fpecies of fwan that frequent 
Hudfon’s Bay are mute: but the note of 
the larger is much louder and harfher 
than that of the fmaller. 


they were fed and fattened for winter 
ufe. Wild geefe taken and fattened 
in this manner are much preferable to 
any tame geefe in the world. When 
this f{pecies of geefe are full-grown, 
and in good condition, they often 
weigh twelve pounds, but more fre- 
quently much lefs. 

Canapva Goosk, or Pifk-a-fifh, as 
it is called by the Indians, as well as 
the Englifh in Hudfon’s Bay. This 
{pecies do not differ in plumage from 
the former, but are inferior in fize ; 
the bill is much fmaller in proportion, 
and the flefh being much whiter, of 
courfe is more efteemed. They are 
by no means fo numerous as the 
former, and generally fly far north to 
breed; but fome few of their eggs 
are found rear Churchill river. It 
is feldom that either of thefe fpecies 
lay more than four eggs; but if not 
robbed, they ufually bring them all 
forth. 

Wuirt orSnow Goose. Thefe 
are the moft numerous of all the fpe- 
ciesof birds that frequent the northern 
parts of the Bay, and generally make 
their appearance about a week or ten 
days after the common grey goofe. 
In the firft part of the feafon they 
come in {mall parties, but in the mid- 
dle, and toward the latter end, they 
fly in fuch amazing flocks, that when 
they fettle in the marlhes to feed, 
the ground for a confiderable diftance 
appears like a field of fhow. When 
feeding in the fame marfh with the 
grey geefe, they never mix. Like 
the grey geefe, they fly to the call 
that refembles their note ; and in fome 
years are killed and falted in great 
numbers for winter provifion; they 
are almoft univerfally thought good 
eating, and will, if proper care be 
taken in curing them, continue good 
for eighteen months or two years. 
The Indians are far more expert in 
killing geefe, as well as every other 
{pecies of game, than any European 
I ever faw in Hudfon’s Bay ; for fome 
of them frequently kill upward of a 
hundred geefe in a day, whereas the 
molt expert of the Englifh think it a 
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or five at a fhot, not one of them 
fell lefs than from twenty to fifty 
yards from the perpendicular fpot 
where they were killed. Like the 
white, or {now geefe, when in large 
flocks they fly in the fhape of a wedge, 
and make a great noife. Their flight 
is very irregular, fometimes being 
forty or fifty yards above the water, 
and in an inftant after they {kim clofe 
to the furface of it, and then rife 
again to a contiderable height ; fo that 
they may juftly be faid to fly in fef- 
toons. 

The DunterR GEEsk&, as it is cal- 
led in Hudfon’s Bay, which is cer- 
tainly the Eider duck. They are com- 
mon at the mouth of Churchill river 
as foon as the ice breaks up, but 
generally fly far north to breed; and 
the few that do remain near the fet- 
tlement are fo fcattered among {mall 
iflands, and fea-girt rocks and fhoals, 
as to render it not worth while to 
attempt gathering their down. Their 
eggs, when found, are exceeding 
good eating; and in the fall of the 
year the flefh is by no means unplea- 
fant, though they are notorioufly 
known to feed on fifh. 

Bran Goosr. This fpecies is 
feldom found in any part of Hudfon’s 
Bay, as in all my travels I have only 
feen three that were killed. This 
bird never came under the infpection 
of Mr. Graham, or the late Mr. 
Hutchins, though they both. contri- 
buted very largely to the collection 
fent home to the Royal Society. 


SPECIES OF WATER FOWL. 

Ducks of various kinds are found 
in thofe parts during fummer ; fome 
only frequenting the fea-coaft, while 
others vifit the interior parts of the 
country in aftonifhing numbers. The 
fpecies of this bird which is molt 
commonly here are, the king duck, 
black duck, mallard duck, long-tailed 
duck, widgeon and teal. The two 
firft only vifit the fea-coafl, feed on 
fifh and {pawn ; and their flefh is by 
no means efteemed good, though their 
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eggs are not difagreeable. The mal- 
lard and long-tailed duck vilit Hud- 
fon’s Bay in great numbers, and ex- 
tend from the fea-coaft, to the remoteft 
weltern parts, and near Cumberland 
Houfe are found in vaft multitudes. 
At their firft arrival on the fea- 
coaft, they are exceeding good eating; 
but when in a moulting ftate, though 
very fat, they are in general fo rank 
that few Europeans are fond of them. 
At thofe feafons the difference in 
flavour is eafily known by the colour 
of the fat ; for when that is white, 
the flefh is moft affuredly good ; but 
when it is yellow, or of an orange 
colour, it is very rank and fifhy. 
This difference is’ only peculiar to 
thofe that frequent and breed near the 
fea-coaft; for in the interior parts I 
never knew them killed but their flefh 
was very good; and the young mal- 
lard duck before it can fly is very fat, 
and moft delicate eating. The fame 
may be faid of the long-tailed dugk. 
Neither of thofe fpecies lay more 
than fix or eight eggs in common, 
and frequently bring them all forth. 

Wipcron. This fpecies of duck 
is very uncommon in Hudfon’s Bay ; 
ufually keeping in pairs, and being 
feldom feen in flocks. They are by 
no means fo numerous as_ the two 
former, and are moft frequently feen 
in rivers and marfhes near the fea- 
coaft. Their flefh is generally efteem- 
ed; and the down of thofe I have 
examined is little inferior in elafticity 
to that of the Eider, though much 
fhorter. The fame may be faid of 
feveral other fpecies of ducks that 
frequent thofe parts; but the impoffi- 
bility of collecting the down in any 
quantity, prevents it from becoming 
an article of trade. 

Tear. Like the mallard, they 
are found in confiderable numbers 
near the fea-coa{t ; but are more plen- 
tiful in the interior parts of the coun- 
try, and fly in fuch large flocks that 
I have often killed twelve or fourteen 
at one fhot, and have feen both Eng- 
lifh and Indians kill a much greater 

number. 
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or three hundred miles to the north- 
weft of Churchill, I have feen them 
in as large flocks. as the common 
wavey, or fnow goofe. The flefh of 
this bird is exceedingly delicate; but 
they are fo fmall, that when I was on 
my journey to the north I eat two 
of them one night for fupper. I do 
not find this bird defcribed by my 
worthy friend Mr. Pennant in his 
Arétic Zoology. Probably a fpeci- 
men of it was not fent home, for the 
perfon that commanded at Prince of 
Wales’s Fort* at the time the col- 
lection was making, did not pay any 
attention to it. 

LAUGHING Goosk. This elegant 
fpecies has a white bil], and the legs 
and feet are of a fine yellow colour : 
the upper part of the plumage is 
brown, the breaft and belly white, 
the former prettily blotched with 
black. In fize they are equal to the 
Tnow goofe, and their fkins, when 
{tripped of their feathers, are deli- 
cately white, and the flefh excellent. 
They vifit Churchill river in very 
fmall numbers ; but about two hun- 
dred miles to the north-weft of that 
river I have feen them fly in large 
flocks, like the common waveys, or 
fnow geefe ; and near Cumberland 
Houfe and Bafquiau they are found 
in fuch numbers, that the Indians in 
moon-light nights frequently kill up- 
wards of twenty at a fhot. Like 
the horned wavey, they never fly with 
the lead of the coaft, but are always 
feen to come from the weftward. 
Their general breeding-places are not 


‘known, though fome few of their 


eggs are occafionally found to the 
north of Churchill ; but I never heard 
any Indian fay that he had feen any 
eggs of the horned wavey ; it is pro- 
bable they retire to North Greenland 
to breed: and their route in the fall 
of the year, as they return fouthward, 
is equally unknown. They are, I 
believe, feldom feen on the coaft of 
Hudfon’s Bay to the fouthward of 
Jatitude 59° north. 


ae ———.. 


* Mr. Mofes Norton. 
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Barren Geese. Thefe are the 
largeft of all the {pecies of geele that 
frequent Hudfon’s Bay, as they fre- 
quently weigh fixteen or feventeen 
pounds. They differ from the com- 
mon grey goofe in nothing but in 
fae, and in the head and breaft being 
tinged with a rufty browr. They 
never make their appearance in the 
{pring till the greateft part of the 
other {pecies of geefe are flown north- 
ward to breed, and many of them 
remain near Churchill river the whole 
fummer. This large fpecies are ge- 
nerally found to be males*. Their 
flefh is by no means unpleafant, 
though always hard and tough; and 
their plumage is fo thick before they 
begin to moult, that one bird ufually 
produces a pound of fine feathers 
and down, of a furpriling elalticity. 

Brent Geese. This {pecies cer- 
tainly breed in the remoteft parts of 
the north, and feldom make their 
appearance at Churchill River till 
Jate in Auguft or September. The 
rout they take in {pring is unknown, 
and their breeding-places have never 
been difcovered by any Indian in 
Hudfon’s Bay. When they make 
their appearance at Churehill river, 
they always come from the north, 
fly near the margin of the coaft, and 
are never feen in the interior partsof 
the country. In fize they are larger 
than the mallard duck, but inferior 
to the {now goofe; and though their 
flefh appears delicate to the eye, it is 
not muchefteemed. in fome years 
they pafs the mouth of Churchill river 
in prodigious numbers, and many of 
them are killed and ferved to the 
Company’s fervants as provifions; but 
as I have juft obferved, they are not 
much relifhed. When migrating to 
the fouth, they generally avail them- 
felves of a ftrong north or ‘horth- 
weiterly wind, which makes them fly 
fo fwift, that when I have killed four 
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_ * Delicacy compels us to omit an ob- 
fervation of Mr. Hearne’s here, which, 
however important it may be to the Na- 
turalift, is improper to appear in this 
place. 
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and quarreling ; and the order of the 

Paw-waws was doubtlefs eftablifhed 
to keep the ignorant in delufion, to 
bend them to the wrong way---and 
thus both act in concert for the fub- 
jugation of the world. 

It was a rare thing for the ancient 
Mexican tribes to be at peace ten 
years together. When that, or a 
fhorter period, had elapfed, and cun- 
ning men be hind the throne---wifhed 
to riot anew on the {poils of the peo- 
ple, the monarch gave the nod, and 
the Paw-waws bellowed out from 
their temples, Tée gods are in want 
of blood!---and this the people were 
foolifh enough to believe. 

From hence I infer, as before, that 
man by abandoning the direction of 
reafon, has fallen into mifery---has 
become the fport of the monfters of 
his fpecies, who inftead of being 
curbed by the virtuous part of every 
community, have been let loofe to 
cover the world with the mourning- 
cloth of defolation---and have fo far 
advanced in their direful progrefs, as 
ts. have given human nature a catt 
apparently bordering on the diabo- 
lical. 

With thefe and other reflections, I 

laid myfelf dowa on my blanket to 
take a fleep.---The {pirit within me 
gave notice that the image* of the 
man was about to take its flight to 
the filent prifons of the weft. Soon 
1 had paffed, in imagination, far 
beyond the hills of the fun-fetting, 
and arrived at a difimal valley, where 
all feemed horror, defolation and dif- 
order. It was perpetual winter; the 
trees were black and leafiefs, and the 
fky was always cloudy. Vultures and 
birds of prey only hovered over the 
valley ! 
_ How different (thought I) is this 
from the world in which mankind are 
found, and how diffimilar are the 
beings who are doomed to. refide 
herein ! 





* Shawmeah Nouchimowen, literally, 
the fhadow of a perfon. 
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Seeing a perfon of a dull melan- 
choly vifage, and with an extreme 
long beard, I afked him, what world 
was this. 

He anfwered, It is the world of 
perfect evil, and where there is no 
mixture of any thing good---in fhort, 
it is the land of devils. 

I then enquired, why almoft all the 
inhabitants I faw, wore long beards? 

“ Here, in hell, we have razors 
enough (anfwered he) and we all 
with heartily to be fhaved---but we 
devils will not truft each other for 
fhavers. In the whole valley there is 
not one barber, or cutter of beards ; 
no one has confidence enough in ano- 
ther to truft him a fingle moment 
with a razor at his throat.” 

I was fo fhocked at this horrid 
{peech, that my fleep inftantly left 
me. I then exclaimed, How hap- 
py am J to refide in a village, and 
among a fpecies of beings who have 
barbers in every ftreet, and where 
every man may entruft himfelf in the 
hands even of a ftranger of this trade, 
without danger of having his weazon 
cut ! 

It is a demonftration to me, that 
the world of mankind is not of the 
nature of devils. 





—=_  - 


OF THE VARIOUS INHABITANTS OF 
EGYPT. 
[Concluded from page 372.] 
STATE OF ARTS. 


Bur a powerful obitacle to every 
fortunate revolution in Egypt, is the 
profound ignorance of the nation, 
which equally prevents them from 
perceiving the caufes of their evils, 
or applying the neceflary remedies. 
As I propofe treating this article, 
which, like feveral of the preceding 
ones, is common to all the Turkifh 
empire, more fully in another place, 
J fhall not at prefent dwell on par- 
ticulars. It will be fufficient to ob- 
ferve, that this ignorance, diffufed 
through every clafs extends its effects 
to 
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number. At their firft arrival they 
are but poor, though generally efteem- 
ed good eating. This diminutive duck 
is by far the moft prolific of any I 
know that reforts to Hudfon’s Bay ; 
for I have often feen the old ones 
{wimming at the head of feventeen 
young, when not much larger than 
a walnut. This bird remains in thole 
parts as long as the feafon will per- 
mit; for in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and feventy-five, in 
my paflage from Cumberland Houfe 
to York Fort, I, as well as my Indian 
companions, killed them in the rivers 
we pafled through as late as the twen- 
tieth of OGober. At thofe times 
they are entirely involved in fat, but 
delicately white, and may truly be 
called a great luxury. 
3efides the birds above defcribed, 
there is a great variety of others, 
both of Jand and water fowl, that 
frequent thofe parts in fummer ; but 
thefig came not fo immediately under 
my infpeétion as thofe I have already 
defcribed. 
_—_—<— 
TOMO CHEEKI; 
THE CREEK INDIANIN PHILADELPHIA. 
NUMBER ITI. 
A piece written in the night—to which is 
added a short dream. 


THE news is arrived in this village, 
that fome cruel warfare has been car- 
ried on by certain Indian tribes lying 
to the north and weft. <A chief of the 
white men has been burnt—a woman 
has been fcalped—a little boy has 
been tomahawked. A fpirit of 
cruelty is rifling up againft us on 
account of thefe excefles, and one 
whom they call a philofopher has this 
day given it as his opinion, that the 
vhole race of red-men* are therefore 
of a diabolical nature. 

But how can this fevere charge 
apply to an Indian only---Is not blood 
and murder a trade with the white 
men alfo. if not, why thefe drums, 


* In the original, the term is Jshina- 
bah miscoummen made of red-earth. 


Tomo Cheeki. 


thefe cruel weapons with fharp points 
and edges, thefe ghaftly tubes of hol- 
low iron, thofe gods of vengeance 
that vomit forth deftru€tion and defo- 
lation; and by which one white man 
can deftroy more people in a moment, 
than an Indian can difpatch with his 
tomahawk in twenty moons! 

If the philofopher was right in 
charging us with being the children 
of the great evil-being, he fhould 
have been fo juft as to have included 
his countrymen, and the whole race 
of white men, under the fame fen- 
tence. 

But, I find, all are not philofophers 
who wear long black gowns. Al- 
though far advanced in years, his 
ideas are thofe of a child. He has 
not looked with an eye of difcernment 
into the world of nature around him, 
or he would have fpoken otherwife. 

It is not for nothing that 1 now 
and then peep into the writings of 
the white men, and examine their 
hiftory, which I was taught to read 
by one of their traders while yet 
young in life. I find man, originally, 
a mild, beneficent, a humane crea- 
ture ; without wars, nor inclined to 
the fhedding of the blood of any fel- 
low man or animals. Ten, a per- 
fe& equality reigned, and no man 
affumed a right to govern or opprefs 
another rational man after he came 
to the years of manhood. This was 
the law of reafon. It is by abandon- 
ing this great law, by difregarding 
the light within him, and by furren- 
dering it to the will of others, that 
man has become what he is---a mean, 
bafe, cruel, and treacherous being. 
It is from falfe forms of government 
that the far greater part of human 
miferies and human vices are derived. 

What are the kings among the 
white men, and the big captains and 
the head men among us, but promo- 
ters of the trade of blood, and who pre- 
vent the chain of univerfal friendfhip 
from being kept perpetually bright ! 
The conftant care of their minds, 
is to fet the fimple people at variance 

and 
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of Damietta, unloading hogfheads of 
tobacco from Latakia, the confump- 
tion of which in Egypt is enormous. 
Thefe veffels take rice in exchange, 
whilft others arrive fuccefiively at 
Alexandria, bringing cloathing, arms, 
furs, paffengers, and wrought filk, 
from Conftantinople. Vefle!s come 
likewife from Marfeilles, Leghorn 
and Venice, with cloths, cochineal, 
Lyons ftuffs, and laces, grocery, paper, 
iron, lead, Venetian fequins, and Ger- 
man dahlers. All thefe articles con- 
veyed by fea to Rofetta in barks call- 
ed djerm*, are firft landed there, then 
pee AA on the Nile, and fent to 
Cairo. From this account, it is not 
furprizing that commerce fhould con- 
tinue fo flourifhing in that capital, 
and we need not hefitate to admit the 
report of the commiflioner general of 
the cuftoms, who aflferted, that in 
1783, Cairo had traded to the amount 
of near a hundred and fifty millions 
ef livres, (fix millions two hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds.) But if 
we examine the channels into which 
this wealth is poured, if we contider 
that a great part of the merchandize 
and coffee of India pafles into foreign 
countries, the value of which is paid 
in goods from Europe and Turkey; 
that the confumption of the country 
almoft entirely contifts of articles of 
luxury completely finifhed, and that 
the produce given in return is princi- 
pally in raw material, we fhall per- 
ceive that all this commerce is car- 
ried on without contributing greatly 
to the real riches of Egypt, or the 
benefit of the people. 


OF THE ISTHMUS OF SUEZ, AND THE 
JUNCTION OF THE RED SEA WITH 
THE MEDITERRANEAN, 

I HAVE mentioned the commerce 
carried on at Cairo, with Arabia and 
India, by the way of Suez; and this 
fubje& naturally leads to a queftion 
frequently agitated in Europe, which 
is, whether it would be practicable to 





* A fort of boat which carries an ex- 
tremely large lateen fail, ftriped with 
blue and brown, like ticking. 








Of the various Inhabitants of Egypt. 399 


cut through the Ifthmus which fepa- 
rates the Red Sea from the Mediter- 
ranean, that veflels might arrive at 
India by a fhorter route than by the 
Cape of Good Hope. The narrow- 
nefs of the Iithmus induces us to be- 
lieve it eafily practicable; but, in a 
journey I made to Suez, the follow- 
ing reafons induced me to change my 
opinion. 

Firft, It is certainly true, that the 
{pace which feparates the two feas is 
not more than eighteen or nineteen 
ordinary leagues; it is true, alfo, that 
this interval is not interfected by 
mountains, and that, from the tops 
of the terraces at Suez, we cannot 
difcover, with any telefcopes, a fingle 
obftacle on the naked and barren plain 
to the north-weft: it is not therefore 
the difference of levels which prevents 
the junction*; but, the great diffi- 
culty arifes from the nature of cor- 
re{ponding coafts of the Mediterra- 
nean and the Red Sea, which are of 

a low and fandy foil, where the wa- 
ters form lakes, fhoals, and moraffes, 
fo that veflels cannot approach within 
a confiderable diftance. It will there- 
fore be found fearcely poffible to dig 
a permanent canal amid thefe fhifting 
fands: not to mention that the fhore 
is deftitute of harbours, which mult 
be entirely the work of art. The 
country befides has not a drop of freth 
water, and to fupply the inhabitants, 
it muft be brought as far as from the 
Nile. 

The beft and only method there- 
fore of effecting this junétion, is that 
which has been already fuccefsfully 
practifed at different times; which 
is, by making the river itfelf the me- 
dium of communication, for which 
the ground is perfectly well calcu- 
lated; for Mount Mokattam fudden. 





_* The ancients were of opinion that 
the Red Sea was higher than the Medi- 
terranean; and, in fa&, if we obierve 
that, from the canal, of Kolzoum to the 
fea, the Nile has a declivity, for the 
{pace of thirty leagues, this idea will 
not appear fo ridiculous ; befides that, to 
me, it appears probable the level will be 
found at the Cape of Good Hope. 
ly 
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to every fpecies of moral and phyfi- 
cal knowledge, to the fciences, and 
the fine arts, and even to the mecha- 
nical profeflions. The moft fimple of 
thefe are {till in a ftate of infancy. 
The work of their cabinet-makers, 
Jock-finiths, and gun-{miths, is ex- 
tremely clumfy, Their. mercery, 
their hardware, their gun and piitol 
barrels, are all imported from foreign 
countries. With difficulty can you 
find one watch-maker at Cairo who 
knows how to repair a watch, and 
he too is an European. Jewellers are 
more common there than at Smyrna 
and Aleppo; but they know not how 
to mount properly the fimpleft rofe. 
Gunpowder is made there, but it is 
coarfe. Sugar is refined there, but 
it is full of melaffes, and the white 
is exceflively dear. The only manu- 
facture in any degree of perfection 
is their ilk ftuffs; and the workman- 


@thip of them is much lefs highly 


finifhed, and the price far greater 
than in Europe. 


STATE OF COMMERCE, 

In this ftate of univerfal barba- 
rifm, it cannot but appear aftonifhing 
that commerce fhould {till continue 
fo flourifhing as we find it at Cairo; 
but an attentive enquiry into the four- 
ces from whence it is derived will ex- 
plain the reafon. 

Two powerful caufes have contri- 
buted to render Cairo the feat of an 
extenfive commerce; the firft of which 
is, that all the commodities confumed 
in Egypt are collected within the 
walls of that city; and all the perfons 
of property, that is, the Mamlouks 
and lawyers, are affembled there, and 
draw thither their whole revenues, 
without making any return to the 
country from which they receive 
them. 

The fecond is the fituation, which 
makes this city a centre of circula- 
tion, while by the Red Sea, it cor- 
refponds with Arabia and India; by 
the Nile, with Abyflinia and the in- 
terior parts of Africa; and by the 
Mediterranean, with Europe and the 
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empire of Turkey. Every year a 
caravan from Abyffinia arrives at 
Cairo, and brings from a thoufand to 
twelve hundred black flaves, as alfo 
elephants teeth, gold duft, oftrich- 
feathers, gums, parrots and mon- 
keys*, while another, deftined for 
Mecca, leaves the extremities of Mo- 
rocco, aid receiving pilgrims even , 
from the river of Senegalt, coafts 
along the Mediterranean, collecting 
thofe of Algiers, Tripoli, and Tunis, 
and arrives by the defart at Alexan- 
dria, confifting of not lefs than three 
or four thoufand camels. From thence 
it proceeds to Cairo, where it joins 
the caravan of Egypt. They then 
jointly fet out for Mecca, whence 
they return one hundred days after. 
But the pilgrims of Morocco, who 
have fix hundred leagues more to 
travel, do not reach home -till after 
an abfence of more than a year. The 
lading of thefe caravans confifts in In- 
dia ftuffs, fhawls, gums, pearls, per- 
fumes, and efpecially the coffee of 
Yemen. 

The fame commodities arrive by 
another route at Suez, to which port 
the foutherly winds bring, in May, 
fix or eight and twenty fail of veffels 
from Djedda. Cairo does not retain 
the whole quantity of this merchan- 
dize; but, befides what is there con- 
fumed, confiderable profits arife from 
the duties, and the fums expended by 
the pilgrims. On the other hand, 
{mall caravans arrive from time to 
time from Damafcus, with filk and 
cotton ftuffs, oils, and dried fruits. 
During the favourable feafon, there 
are always fome veffels in the road 





* This caravan comes by land along 
the Nile; it was with that Mr. Bruce 
returned in 1772, from Abyfiinia, after 
having performed the moft adventurous 
journey attempted in the prefent age. 
In traverfing the deflart, the provifions 
of the caravan fell fhort, and the travel- 
lers lived feveral days on gum alone. 

+ | faw feveral negroes who came by 
this caravan, from the country of the 
Foulis, to the north of Senegal, and who 
faid they had feen Europeans in their 
country. 
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likewife carried bales of cioth, and 
barrels of cochineal, corn, varley, 
beans, ‘Vurkifh piaftres, Venetian 
fequins, and imperial dahlers. All 
thefe commodities were deftined for 
Djedda, Mecca, and Moka, where 
they were to be bartered for Indian 
goods, and the goods, and the coffee 
of Arabia, which forms the principal 
article of the returns. There was 
befides a great number of pilgrims, 
who preferred the voyage by fea to a 
land journey; and it alfo carried the 
neceflary provifions, fuch as rice, 
meat, wood, and even water; for no 
place in the world is more deftitute 
of every neceffary than Suez. From 
the tops of the terraces, the eye fur- 
veying the fandy plain to the north- 
welt, the white rocks of Arabia to 
the eaft, or the fea, and the mountain 
Mokattam, to the fouth, cannot dif- 
cern even a fingle tree, or the {malleft 
{pot of verdure. Suez prefents no 
profpect but extenfive yellow fands, 
or a lake of green water; the ruin- 
ous condition of the houfes heightens 
this melancholy fcenery. The only 
water which can be drunk is brought 
from El-Naba, or the spring, fituated 
at the diftance of three hours journey 
on the Arabian fhore; but it is fo 
brackith, that without a mixture of 
rum, it is infupportable to Europeanse 
The fea might furnifh a quantity of 
fhell and other fifh; but the Arabs 
feldom attempt fifhing, at which they 
are far from being expert; when the 
veflels are gone, therefore, nobody 
remains at Suez, but the governor, 
who is a Mamlouk, and twelve or 
fourteen perfons, who form his houle- 
hold, and the gar rifon. 

The fortrefs is a defencelefs heap 
of ruins, which the Arabs confider 
as acitade], becaufe it contains fix 
brafs four pounders, and two Greek 
gunners, who turn their heads alide 
when they fire. The harbour is a 
wretched quay, where the fimalleft 
boats are unable to reach the fhore, 
except at the higheft tides. There, 
however, the merchandife is embark- 
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ed, to convey it over the banks of 
fand, to the veffels which anchor in 
the road. This road, fituated a Jeague 
from the town, is feparated from it 
by a fhore which is !eft dry at low 
water; it has no works for its deferice, 
fo that the veffels which I have feen 
there, to the number’ of eight-and- 
twenty at a time, might be attacked 
without oppofition; for the fhips 
themfelves are incapable of  refift- 
ance, none having any other artil. 
lery than four rufty fwivels. Their 
number diminifhes every year, fince, 
by continually coafting along a fhore 
full of fhoals, one out of nine, at 
leaft, is fhipwrecked. In 1783, one 
of them having anchored at £/-Tor, 
to take in water, was lurprifed by the 
Arabs, while the crew were fleeping 
on fhoree After plundering it of fit- 
teen hundred bags of coffee, they 
abandoned the veffel to the wind, 
which threw it upon the coaft. The 
dock at Suez is ill adapted to repair 
fuch damages; fearcely do they build 
a cayasse in three years. Befides that 
the fea, which, from its flux and re- 
flux, accumulates the fand upon that 
coaft, will a laft choak up the en- 
trance, and the fame change will take 
place at Suez, which has already at 
Kolzoum and Arfinoe. 

Were Egypt under the adminiftra- 
tion of a wife government, advan- 
tage might be then taken of that ac- 
cident to build another town in the 
fame road, which might be done on 
a caufeway of only ‘feven or eight 
feet in height, as the tide ufually 
rifes no more than three feet and a 
half. The canal of the Nile would 
be cleanfed and repaired, and the five 
hundred thoufand livres (near twenty- 
one thoufand pounds,) paid annually 
to the elcort of the Arabs of Haoua- 
tat and Ayaidi entirely faved. In 
fhort, to avoid, the very dangerous 
bar of the Bogaz of Rofetta, the 

canal of Alexa indria would be ren- 
acai navigable, from whence the 
merchandife might be conveyed im- 
mediately to the Porte. But fuch 
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ly terminating in the latitude of Cai- 
ro, forms only a low and femicircular 
mound, round which is a continued 
plain from the banks of the Nile as 
far as the point of the Red Sea. The 
ancients, who early underftood the 
advantage to be derived from this 
fituation, adopted the idea of join- 
ing the two feas by a canal connected 
with the river. Strabo (lib. 17.) ob- 
ferves, that this firft was executed 
under Sefoftris, who reigned about 
the time of the Trojan war*; and 
this work was fo confiderable as to 
occalion it to be remarked; * that it 
was a hundred cubits (or a hundred 
and feventy feet) wide, and deep 
enough for large veffels.” After the 
Greeks conquered the country, it was 
reftored by the Ptolemites, and again 
renewed by Trajan. In fhort, even 
the Arabs themfeives followed thefe 
examples. ‘ In the time of Omar 
ebn-el-Kattab,” fays the hiftorian El 
Makin, “the cities of Mecca and 
Medina fuffering from famine, the 
Calif ordered Amrou, Governor of 
Egypt, to cut a canal from the Nile 
to Kolzoum, that the contributions 
of corn and barley, appointed for 
Arabia, might be conveyed that 
way.” 

This canal is the fame which runs 
at prefent to Cairo, and lofes itfelf in 
the country to the north-eaft of Ber- 
ket-el-Hadj, or the lake of the Pil- 
grins. Kelzoum, the Clyf{ma of the 
Greeks, where it terminated, has been 
deftroyed for many ages; but the 
name and fituation ftill fubfiftin a 
hillock of fand, bricks, and ftones, 
three hundred paces to the north of 
Suez, on the border of the fea, oppo- 
fite the ford which leads to the {pring 
of E|-Naba. I have been on the {pot 
as wellas M. Niebuhr, and the Arsbs 
told me as they did him, it was called 
Kolzoum; Danville therefore is de- 
ceived, when, copying an error of 





* That is, according to certain calcu- 
lations of mine, in the time of Solomon. 
See Memoire sur la Chronologie Ancienne, 
inferted in the Sfournal des Scavans, of 
January, 1782. 


Ptolemy’s, he places Clyfina eight 
leagues to the fouthward. I am of 
opinion that he is likewife miftaken, 
in fuppofing Suez the Arfinoe of the 
ancients. ‘his city having been fitu- 
ated, according to the Greeks and 
Arabs, to the north of Clyfma, we 
fhould endeavour to trace it according 
to the words of Strabo*, “ quite at 
the bottom of the gulph, as we ap- 
proach Egypt, without proceeding 
however with M. Savary as far as 
Adjcroud, which is too far to the 
weftward. We ought to confine our- 
felves to the low country, which ex. 
tends about two leagues from the bot- 
tom of the prefent gulph, that fpace 
being all we can reafonably allow for 
the retreat of the fea in feventeen 
centuries. 

Formerly thefe diflriQs were cover- 
ed with towns which have difappeared 
with the waters of the Nile; the ca- 
nals which conveyed thefe were def- 
troyed, for in this fhifting foil they 
are rapidly choaked up, both by the 
action of the winds, and by the ca- 
valry of the Bedouin Arabs. At 
prefent the commerce of Cairo with 
Suez is only carried on by means of 
caravans, which wait the arrival, and 
fet out on the departure of the veffels, 
that is; towards the end of April, or 
the beginning of May, and in the 
courfe of the months of July and 
Auguft. That which I accompanied 
in 1783, confifted of about three thou- 
fand camels, and five or fix thoufand 
ment. The merchandize confifted 
in wood, fails, and cordage for the 
fhips at Suez; in fome anchors, car- 
ried each of them by four camels, 
iron bars, carded wool, and lead; it 





* Strabo, lib. 17. 

t It remained upwards of forty days 
aflembled, deferring its departure for 
various reafons; among others, on ac- 
count of the unducky days, in which re- 
fpe& the Turks are as fuperftitious as the 
tomans formerly were. At length it fet 
out on the 27th of July, and arrived the 
29th at Suez, having journeyed twenty- 
nine hours by the route of the Haouatat 
Arabs, a league farther to the fouth than 
the lake of Pilgrims. 
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its origin might, with propriety, be 
a{cribed to the influence of comets on 
our fyftem, and the fubfequent decom- 
pofition of the waters of the earth, 
by the extrication of pyritous hydro- 
gene. From various diffections I 
made of fome of thefe animals, I 
am induced to fuppofe, that this 
pyritous hydrogene held in folu- 
tion the fulphuric acid in excefs. In 
the fand hills, this complaint was not 
near fo virulent as it proved in fitua- 
tions adjacent to marfhes creeks and 
rivers. I fhould deem myfelf highly 
criminal, if from motives of vanity, 
I obtruded thefe obfervations on the 
public; but I am confoled with this 
reflelion, that whenever my huma- 
nity prompted me to interfere, which 
has never been but when medical aid 
could not be reforted to, I had the 
fatisfaction to find my prefcriptions 
attended with the happieft refults. 

An unufual ficknefs has been pre- 
valent in the upper country: phyfi- 
cians denominate it pluretic; but I 
am inclined to afcribe it to an undue 
proportion of this hydrogene with our 
atmofphere. I had a fevere attack 
of this complaint, but by varying my 
climate every day, and the ufe of 
powerful ftimulants and fudorifics, I 
fucceeded in fubduing ite It is an 
afcertained fact, that pyrites as well 
as animal and vegetable productions 
yield this hydrogene ; and, combined 
with the fulphuric acid, might in my 
opinion explain feveral of the pheno- 
mena of yellow fever. 

Chemiftry is more nearly allied to 
phyfic thagy is contemplated, and a 
fufficient attention is not paid to the 
affinities of aggregation and compofi- 
tion, in the imtrodudtion of zriform 
fubftances through the medium of the 

ores. The arreftation of the perfpira- 
ble and tranfpirable matter of the 
human body by gazeous obitructions, 
I take to be the incipient caufe of dif- 
eafe; when the fyftem has imbibed a 
certain pFoportian of this noxious gaz, 
I take it to be an indifpenfible mea- 
fure to refolve the fyftem, by an ex- 
ternal application of heat ; that which 
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arifes from fteam has a powerful effe& 
in diverting the affinity of aygrega- 
tion, by creating an extreme divifion 
in the particles of the gaz which have 
been imbibed, and by enlarging the 
diameter of the minuter poresy#and 
thereby enabling the habit, by its 
own energy, to expel the febrile 
tranfpirable matter, which in its infu- 
lated ftate become confiderably heat- 
ed by the caloric communicated to it 
from the abforption of oxygene by 
the phofphoric matter of urine : 
ftrictly {peaking, that feculent fluid 
does not yield phofphorous, but an 
extract participant of all its qualities. 

I am likewife inclined to impute 
the yellow tinge in the fkin, to the 
diffufion of the fulphuric acid, and 
not to the diflemination of the bile; 
and alfo the rapid decompofition of 
the ferruginous parts of the blood, to 
a fimilar operation. M. BARRETT. 

———<a 
SIR GAWEN. 
AN HISTORIC ROMANCE. 

Nox, et Diana, que silentium regis, 

Nunc, nunc adeste. HORAT. 

Ye powers of darknefs and of hell, 

Propitious to the magic fpell, 

Who rule in filence o’er the night, 

Be prefent now. FRANCIS, 


"TOWARDS the latter end of the 
reign of Henry VIII. Sir Gawen, a 
mai of fome fortune and confiderable 
curiofity, fond of enterprife and in- 
fatiate of knowledge, travelled thro’ 
the northren counties of England. 
The following fingular adventure is 
ftill extant among the family writ- 
ings, and is ftill recorded by his pof- 
terity. 

It was towards, fun-fet (faith the 
manufcript) when Sir Gawen, after 
having traverfed a very lone and 
unfrequented part, arrived at the 
edge of a very dark and thick foreft; 
the fky was fuddenly overcaft, and it 
began to rain, the thunder rolled at 
a diftance, and fheets of livid light. 
ning flafhed acrofs the heath. Over- 
come with fatigue and hunger, he 
rode impatiently along the borders of 
the foreft, in hopes of difcovering an 

entrance, 
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are not the cares of the prefent go- 
vernment. The fmall degree of en- 
couragement it grants to commerce 
is not even founded on rational mo- 
tives; if it be tolerated, it is merely 
becaufe it furnifhes a means of grati- 
fying rapacity, and is a fource from 
whence tyranny perpetually derives 
profit, without confidering how foon 
it may be exhaufted. It does not 
even know how to make advantage 
of the eagernefs of the Europeans to 
communicate with India. In vain 
have the Englifh and French at- 
tempted to concert with the Turks a 
plan for opening fuch a paffage; they 
either inflexibly refule, or difcourage 
every application. We fhould be 
wrong in flattering ourfelves with 
any durable fuccefs; for even were 
treaties concluded, the revolutions 
which, between evening and morn- 
ing, fo often alter the face of affairs 
at Cairo, would render them of no 
effect, as was the cafe with the trea- 
ty concluded in 1775, between Mo- 
hammad Bey and the Governor of 
Bengal. Such befides is the avarice 
and treachery of the Mamlouks, that 
they would never want pretexts to 
harafs the merchants, and would aug- 
ment, in fpite of every engagment, 
the duties on commodities. 

Thofe on coffee are at this moment 
enormous. ‘Tie farde, or bale of 
this commodity, weighing from three 
hundred and feventy to three.hundred 
and feventy-five pounds, and cofting, 
at Moka, forty-five pataques*, or two 
bundred and thirty-fix livres Tour- 
nois, (nine pounds fixteen and eight- 
pence) pays in bahr, or fea duties, 
one hundred and forty-feven livres 
(fix pounds two fhillings and fix- 
pence,) befides an addition of fixty- 
nine livres (two pounds feventeen fhil- 





* This is the name given by the inha- 
bitants of Provence to the dahler of the 
empire, after the Arabs, who call it Rial 
about akz, or Father of the window, on 
account of the arms on the reverfe, which, 
occording to them, refemble a window. 
The dahler is worth five livres five fols 
(four and four pence half-penny. ) 
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lings and fix-pence) laid on in 1783*. 
So that on adding the fix per cent. 
colleGted at Djedda, we fhall find 
that the duties nearly equal the prime 


coftt. 
—[ ia 


COMETS——THE CAUSE OF EPIDEMIC 
DISEASESe 


[From the Charlefton (city) Gazette. ] 
I CONCEIVE it to be an unfatis- 


factory mode of reafoning, to urge, 
that becaufe finite wifdom is unable 
to trace effedts to their primitive cau- 
fes, man fhould thereby be debarred 
the privilege of arguing by way of 
analogy. From the moment I firft 
undertook in my own mind to dif- 
cufs, on philofophical principles, the 
nature of the late defolating com- 
plaint among horfes, 1 became more 
and more fortified in my opinion, that 





* In May 1783, the fleet of Djedda, 
coniilting of twenty-eight fail, four of 
which were veflels pierced for fixty guns, 
brought near thirty thoulfand fardes of 
coffee, which, at the rate of 370 pounds 
the farde, form a total of eleven mil. 
lions one hundred thouland pounds 
weight, or one hundred and one thou- 
fand quintals; but it muft be obferved, 
that the demand of that year was more 
than a third greater than ufual. Ac- 
cordingly, we muift only reckon, on an 
average, from fixty to feventy thoufand 
quintals annually. The farde, paying 
two hundred and fixteen livres (nine 
pounds,) duty at Suez, the thirty thou- 
fand fardes of 1783, produced to the 
Cultom-houfle fix millions four hundred 
and eighty thoufand livres Tournois (two 
hundred and feventy thoufand pounds.) 








eR oo. Bane m. 16 livres. 
BRE GOES iis iticeseasisicciasse 147 
Extra-duty .......ccccseceseees 69 
Total of duties .......... 232 
SEMA. GOT: sinysrccerscocers 236 
FESS 468 


adding to which the freight, lofles, and 
waite, it is not aftonifhing that the Moka 
coffee fhould fell at five-and-forty, and 
fifty fols (one and ten pence, and two and 
a penny,) the pound in Egypt, and for 
three livres, (half a crown) at Mar- 
feilles. 

its 

















from every pore, and immediately 
this infernal being feized him by the 
arm, and hurrying him over the draw- 
bridge to the great entrance of the 
keep, the portcullis fell with a tre- 
mendous found, and the knight, ftart- 
ing as it were from a trance, drew his 
fword in ac to deftroy his treacherous 
guide, when inftantly a horrible and 
infernal laugh burft from her, and in 
a moment the whole caftle was in an 
uproar, peal after peal ifluing from 
every quarter, till at length growing 
faint they died away, and a-dead 
filence enfued.— Sir Gawen, who 
during this ftrange tumult, had col- 
lected all his fcattered powers, now 
looked round him with determined 
refolution ; his terrible companion 
had difappeared, and the moon fhin- 
ing full upon the portcullis, convinced 
him that any efcape that way was iin- 
practicable; the wind fighed through 
the elins, the fcared owl uttering his 
difcordant note, broke from the ruft- 
ling bough, and a dim twinkling light 
beamed from a loop hole near the 
fummit of the great tower. Sir 
Gawen entered the keep, having 
previoufly reafoned himfelf into a 
{tate of cool fortitude, and bent up 
every power to the appalling enter- 
prife. He extended his {word before 
him, for it was dark, and proceeded 
carefully to fearch around, in hopes, 
either of difcovering fome aperture 
which might lead to the veftibule or 
ftaircafe, or of wreaking his vengeance 
on the wretch who had thus decoyed 
him. All was {till as death, but as 
he ftrode over the floor, a dull, hol- 
low found .iffued” from beneath, and 
rendered him apprehenfive of falling 
through into fome difmal vault, from 
which he might never be able to ex- 
tricate himfelf. In this fituation, 
dreading the effe& of each light foot- 
fiep, a found, as of many people 
whifpering, ftruck his ear, he bent 
forward, liftened with eager atten- 
tion, and as it feemed to proceed from 
a little diftance before him, he deter- 
mined to follow it: he did fo, and 
inftantly fell through the mouldering 
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pavement, whilft at the fame time 
peals of horrid laughter again burit 
with reiterated clamour from every 
chamber of the caftle. 

Sir Gawen rofe with confiderable 
difficulty, and much ftunned with the 
fall, although fortunately the {pot he 
had dropped upon was covered with 
a quantity of damp and foft earth 
which gave way to his weight. He 
now found himfelf in a large vault, 
arched in the Gothic manner, and 
fupported by eight maffy pillars, down 
whofe fides the damp moifture ran in 
cold and heavy drops, the moon fhin- 
ing with great luftre through three 
iron-grated windows, which although 
rufly with age, were ftrong enough 
to refift the efforts of Sir Gawen, who, 
after having in vain tried to force 
them, looked around for his fword, 
which, during the fall, had ftarted 
from his grafp, and in fearching the 
ground with his fingers, he laid hold 
of, and drew forth, the frefh bones 
of an enormous fkeleton, yet greafy 
and moifl from the decaying fibres; 
he trembled with horror; a cold wind 
brufhed violently along the furface of 
the vault, and a ponderous iron door, 
flowly grating on its hinges, opened 
at one corner, and difclofed to the 
wandering eye of Sir Gawen a broken 
ftair cafe, down whofe fleps a blue 
and faint light flafhed by fits, like 
the lightning of a fummer’s eve. 
Appalled by thefe dreadful prodigies, 
Sir Gawen felt, in fpite of ail his 
refolution, a cold and death-like chill 
pervade his frame, and kneeling 
down, he prayed fervently to that 
power, without whofe mandate no 
being is let loofe upon another, and 
feeling himfelf more calm and refolved, 
he again began to fearch for his {word, 
when a moon-beam falling on the 
blade at once reftored it to its owner. 

[ To be Continued. | 
——— hh 
BONES. 
[Tranflated from a French paper. } 


EVERY man has Jones, the human 
fpecies is fufficiently provided with 
them. No one, however, is fatisfed 

with 
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entrance, but none was to be found. 
At length, juft as he was about to 
difmount with an intention of break- 
ing the fence, he difcerned, as he 
thought, fomething moving upon the 
heath, and, upon advancing towards 
it, it proved to be an old woman 
gathering peat, and who, overtaken 
by the ftor m, was hurrying home as 
fat as her infirm limbs could carry 
her. The fight of a human creature 
filled the heart of Sir Gawen with 
joys and haftily riding up, he enqui- 
red how far he had deviated from the 
right road, and where he could pro- 
cure a night’s lodging. The old 
woman now flowly lifted up her pal- 
fied head, and difcovered a fet of fea- 
tures which could fcarcely be called 
human; her eyes were red, piercing 
and diftorted, and, rolling horribly, 
glanced upon every objedt but the 
perfon by whom fhe was addreffed, 
and at intervals they emitted a very 
difagreeable light; her hair of a dirty 
grey, hung matted with filth in large 

ma{les upon her fhoulders, and a few 
thin portions rufhed abrupt and hori- 
zontally trom the upper part of her 
forehead, which was much wrinkled, 
and ofa parchment hue; her cheeks 
were hollow, withered, and red with 
a quantity of acrid rheum, her nofe 
was large, prominent and fharp, her 
lips thin, fkinny, and livid, her few 
teeth black, and her chin long and 
peaked, with a number of bufhy hairs 
depending from its extremity; her 
nails alfo were acute, crooked and 
bent over her fingers, and her gar- 
ments ragged and fluttering in the 


wind, difplayed every variety of 


colour. The knight was a little daunt- 
ed, but the old woman having men- 
tioned a dwelling at fome diftance, 
and offering to lead the way, the plea- 
fure received from this piece of news 

effaced the former impreffion, and 
getting from his horfe, he laid hold 
of the bridle, and they flowly moved 
over the heath. ‘The ftorm had now 
ceafed, and the moon rifing gave pre- 
fage of a fine night, jutt as the old 
woman, nev afudden turn, pluu- 





ged into the wood by a path narrow, 
and almoft choaked up with a quan- 
tity of briar and thorn. ‘The trees 
were thick, and fave a few glimpfes 
of the moon whick now and then 
poured light on the uncouth features 
of his companion, all was dark and 
difmal; the heart of Sir Gawen, 
mifgave him, neither {poke, and the 
knight purfued his guide nearly by the 
noife fhe made in hurrying through 
the bufhes, which was done with a 
celerity totally inconfiftent with her 
former decrepitude. At length the 
path grew wider, and a faint blue 
light, which came from a building at 
fome diftance, glimmered before them, 
they now left the wood and iffued 
upon a rocky and uneven piece of 
ground, the moon ftrugeling through 
a cloud, caft a doubtful and uncertain 
light, and the old woman, with a 
leer, which made the every hair of 
Sir Gawen ftand on end, told him 
the awelling was at hand. It was 
fo, for a Gothic caftle, placed on a 
confiderable elevation, now came in 
view : it was a Jarge mafly ftrudture, 
much decayed, and fome parts of it 
in a totally ruinous condition; a por- 
tion, however, of the keep, or great 
tower was {till entire, as was alfo the 
entrance to the court or enciofure, 
preferved probably by the ivy, whofe 
fibres crept round with folicitous care. 
Large fragments of the ruin were 
{cattered about, covered with mofs 
and half funk in the ground, and a 
number of old elm trees, through 
whofe foliage the wind fighed’ with a 
fullen and melancholy foypd, dropped 
a deep and fettled gloomy*that {carce 
permitted the moon to flream by fits 
upon the. building. Sir Gawen drew 
near, ardent curiofity mingled with 
awe dilated his bofom, and he inwards 
ly congratulated himfelf upon fo fin- 
gular an adventure, when turning 
round to queftion his companion, a 
glimpfe of the moon poured full upon 
his eye fo horrid a contexture of fea- 
ture, fo wild and preternatural a com- 
bination, that, {mote with terror and 
unable to move, a cold {weat trickled 
from 
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editor of a volume of letters, written 
from Paris, by a lady, and tranilator 
of two French publications, viz. 
“ The banditti unmafked,” and “* A 
Defence of the French Emigrants, 
from the French of Trophime Gerald 
de Lally-Tolendal. He alfo publifhed 
in the autumn of 1797, * A fecond 
Letter to Mr..Erfkine, onthe fame 
fubje& with the former. Mr. Gifford, 
upon the whole, appears to be juftly 
entitled to the character of an induf- 
trious, thought not of a firft-rate 
writers 
SAMUEL WILLIAM HENRY IRELAND. 
Tuts literary fharper may boaft of 
having attracted, fome time ago, by 
his delinquencies in the common- 
wealth of letters, as much attention 
as frequently falls to the lot of its 
moft meritorious members. But, 
while the impreffions remaining from 
the fervices of the latter are thole of 
gratitude and veneration, 4is machi- 
nations have annexed contempt and 
infamy to his name; and while fo 
much good tafte remains among men 
as to promife that the works of 
Shakfpeare fhall never die, he may 
comfort himfelf in the profpect of a 
deteftable immortality. The idea of 
forging the Shakf{pearian manufcripts 
feems to have been created in the 
mind of this literary culprit, (then 
not nineteen years of age), by Mr. 
Stevens’ edition of Shakfpeare. He 
had heard, perhaps, the names of 
Chatterton and Rowley, without the 
capability of duly conceiving the 
merits of the memorable circumftance 
connected with thofe names ; and he 
thought that if he could imitate the 


fignatures of Shakfpeare, exhibited ° 


in Mr. Stevens’ edition, he might 
enrich his own pocket, and make ex- 
cellent fport at the expence of our 
great Bard, and fome credulous Anti- 
quarians*. By the means of a book, 





* What tho’ no Vatican unbars the 
door, 

No Palatine to Ireland yields its ftore, 

Treafures he has, and many a prouder 
tome, 
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publifhed in queen Elizabeth’s reign, 
he tried his {kill at imitating the man- 
ner of writing of thofe days, and it 
feems by his own confeffion, that he 
was allowed to be dexterous in thefe 





Than kings to Granta gave or Bodley’s 
dome. : 

Pages, on which the eye of Shak{fpeare 
por’d, 

The notes he made, the readings he re- 
ftor’d, 

The very gibes he feribbled, and the 
joke 

That from the laughing bard on margin’s 
broke— 

Mr. Ireland afferts that he has the very 
library of Shakspeare, with his fignature, 
his notes, and remarks, &c. in the mar- 
gin of the books, all in bis own hand 
writing. 

But where’s the dark array, the vefture 
plain, 

With many a mould'ring venerable fain? 

All fled: a wonder opens to our view ; 

The thield is fcow’d, and the books are 
new: 

‘‘ In her own hues great, Nature beft is 
feen.” 

So Ireland fpoke; and made the black— 
One Green. 

Mr. Ireland has not thought proper to 
preferve the books of Shakspeare’s libra- 
ry in their original and curious old black 
binding, (as could have been withed,) 
but, like the nurle employed by Dr. Cor- 
nelius Scribelerus, he has fcowered them 
well and made them a// new; and with 
fingular felicity has re-bound them AL 
IN GREEN morocco!!! N. B. | have 
written this whole paflage in the poem 
and the notes, to perpetuate the tuemory 
of this extraordinary event in literary 
hiftory, which feems to be pafling into 
oblivion.—I cannot think that any fub- 
je&t relating to Shakfpeare fhould be 
wholly difregarded. 

When modeit worth by idle boaiting’s 
thewn, 

Then, nor till then, will I approve Ma- 
lone. 

See Mr. Malone’s Enquiry into the 
authenticity of Ireland’s Shakfpeare ma- 
nufripts, &c. which he calls (not impro- 
perly) a vindication of Shak{peare. The 
fubject is indeed rather overlaid by the 
learned critie, but there is much lagacity 
and ingenuity in the treatment of it, and 
I think it is fatisfatory and proves the 
point. Still Mr. Malone is too confident 
and prefumptuous, and not always atten- 
tive to that politenels of character which 
at leaft all amateur critics fhould main- 
dangerous 
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with his own bones, we are perpetu- 
ally looking for others, every man 
muft have dones to gnaw and is endea- 
vouring to catch the beft. 

What a good done, for inftance, is 
the statesman’s bone! Look at him 
while he holds it, how he fhews his 
teeth if any body attempts to come 
near him! He gnaws it, turns it over, 
gnaws it againg until an amateur 
ftronger than himfelf fnatches it 
from him—But although he is de- 
prived of his bone, ftill he does not 
lofe fight of it. Two great dull-dogs 
had quarrelled for a bone of this kind, 
they had even fought for its poffeffion, 
and were on the point of ending the 
difpute by dividing it amicably, when 
a puppy came in and carried it off. 

The dawyer’s bene is alfo a good 
bone, it is not to be defpifed. They 
gnaw it, barking all the while, until 
they can get no more marrow out of 
it, they then abandon it, and run to 
another. 

The merchant’s bone is not a bad 
one—it is the done of a dupe. 

The physician has alfo his done, but 
it is a bone of contention—Uhe patient 
wants to recover as soon as pollible, 
the Door wants to protract the dif- 
order and gnaw his bone as long as 
pofiible. There are however pretty 
pickings in the phyfician’s done. 

new dramatic piece is an excel- 

lent done for a critic. Whether he 

has teeth or not, he turns it over and 

over again, growling all the while, 

until he has foiled with it a good 

many newfpapers, periodical publica- 

tions, kc. &c. The chapter of bones 

may be extended to a much greater 

length, but this fpecimen I deem 
fufficient for the prefent. 
and 
BLOGRAPHY. 

ERASMUS DARWIN, ESQ. M.D. F.R.S. 


AN excellent fcholar and a moft 
eminent botanift of the town of Der- 
by. His publications are “A tranf- 
lation of !.inneus’s Vegetable Syf- 
tem,” in four volumes o€tavo: “* The 
Botanic Garden,” a poem, in two 


parts, with philofophical notes, in 
quarto, publifhed in 1791: * Zoono- 
mia or the laws of Organic Life,” in 
two volumes quarto, the firft of which 
was publifhed in 1794, and the fecond 
in 1796; and “A Plan for the Con- 
du& of Female Education in Board- 
ing Schools,” a quarto pamphlet, 
publifhed in 1797- That the poetry 
of Dr. Darwin has been but too hap- 
pily charaéterifed by 
—flimfy, gaufy, goflamery lines, 
and 
—fweet tetr’andryan, monogynian 
ftrains,* 

no reader can deny; yet that it 
abounds with paflages moft ftriking 
and moft beautiful, what claffical 
{cholar and what man of true tafte 
fhall dare to controvert? The high 
efteem in which Dr. Darwin is held 
as a man of letters, a_profeffional 
man, and an amiable character in 
private life, is the moft gratifying 
teftimony of his merit, and the molt 
flattering panegyric which his feelings 
cal experience. 


JOHN GIFFORD, ESQ. 


Tue author of an Hiftory of 
France, from the earlieft to the pre- 
fent times, in four volumes quarto, 
the firft part of which was publifhed 
in1791t~ That this is the moft copi- 
ous Hiftory of France which our lan- 
guage can boaft, we readily allow ; 
but that it is a very complete hiftory 
we cannot grant. In 1795, Mr. Gif- 
ford publifhed a letter to Lord Lau- 
derdale, containing ftri@ures on his 
lordfhip’s letters to the Peers of Scot- 
Jand. He has alfo written “ The 
Reign of Louis XVI. and complete 
Hiftory of the French Revolution,” 
in one volume quarto, which was 
publifhed in numbers, and completed 
in the year 1794: and a Reply to Mr. 
Erfkine’s Pamphlet, on the Caufes 
and Confequences of the War with 
France, a moft contemptible perform- 
ance, unworthy the Historian of 
France. Mr. Gifford is moreover 





* Vide Purfuits of Literature, Part I. 
’ editor 
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correfponding with this account, and 
the father became firft the dupe of his 
fon’s artifice, and afterward the in- 
ftrument of putting his vile impofi- 
tions upon the public at large. The 
feveral manufcripts, among which 
was the tragedy of Vortigern, were 
exhibited by Mr. Ireland, fenior, at 
his houfe in Norfolk ftreet. The 
public mind became a good deal in- 
terefted, and many of the principal 
literati, among whom where Dr. Parr 
and Dr. Warton, as well asa nu- 
merous fet of gentlemen of liberal 
education, coming with charitable 
minds, not excited to fufpicion, faw 
plaufible marks of authenticity and 
believed. Yet it was natural to en- 
quire who the gentleman was from 
whom thete papers had been obtained. 
To this Mr. Ireland anfwered, that, 
when application was made to the 
original poffeffor, for permiflion te 
print the papers, it had not been ob- 
tained but under the ftrongeft injunc- 
tion that his name fhould not appear. 
Ip the mean time the play of Vorti- 
gern was preparing for reprefentation 
at Drury Lane theatre ; and the firft 
of the publications relative to this 
fubje&, mentioned in the preceding 
article, made its appearance. Mefirs. 
Malone and Stevens, however, with 
fome few others, from the firft pro- 
nounced the whole to be a forgery, 
and feveral pamphlets iffued from the 
prefs relative to the fubject. Mr. 
Malone, in particular, wrote a very 
pointed epiftle to lord Charlemont, in 
which he moft forcibly demonftrated 
all the manufcripts to be forgeries ; 
and the imprefiion his epiftle made on 
the public mind was a leading ftep to 
the detection of the impofture. On 
the 2d of April, 1796, Vortigern 
was reprefented at Drury Lane to a 
very numerous and moft refpedctable 
audience; and it was requeited, by 
the mean of a handbill, “ that the 
play might be attended to, with that 
candour which has ever diftinguifhed 
a Britifh audience.” It was liftened 
to for a confiderable time with great 
attentionand liberality ; but at length 
Vou. Il]. No. 39- 
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the cheat which had been praétifed 
upon public credulity became fo be- 
yond queftion manifeft, that it was 
condemned to the fate it merited. 

The eyes of the public now became 
compietely opened to the tricks which 
had been played upon them, and a 
large force was immediately drawn 
up at the prefs, in which Mr. Malone, 
for his complete volume of criticifm 
and mafterly refearch, was eminently 
confpicuous. The miferable fatber 
and fon were condemned and buffetted 
on all fides, and were at laft reduced 
to the neceffity of reconciling them- 
felves to the public by every confeffion 
which it was in their power to makes 
A teparation between them took place. 
Vhe fon wrote a fimall pamphlet, en- 
titled, “ An Authentic Account of 
the Shakfpearian Manufcripts,” &c. 
in which he declared that the machi- 
nations were his own; that his father 
knew nothing of the matter, and was 
firft duped himfelf and then became 
his inftrament in duping the public. 
The father publifhed the pamphlet, 
laft_ mentioned in the preceding arti- 
cle, and has by many been acquitted 
in the public mind, as a deceived 
man, and as one who feems to have 
had no delign of impofition. No 
perfon, it feems, had been. privy to 
the cheat except Mr. Talbot, of the 
Dublin theatre. Thus ended this 
fingular incident, which, whether we 
confider the literary talents which 
became dupes to a tryo and an igno- 
ramus in paffing off his trafh as the 
genuine production of a great name; 
whether we confider the artifice with 
which the device was conceived, or 
the audacity with which it was exe- 
cuted, mu({t be pronounced one of the 
moft remarkable in the Hiftory of 
Letters. 


SAMUEL IRELAND". 

One of our greateft, and, for a 
time, one of our moft fuccefsiul lite- 
rary fpeculators in this age of fine 
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* This article fhould have preceded the 
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dangerous devices. His defign on 
Shakfpeare feemed remarkably well 
timed, as he had heard that a gentle- 
man at Clapton Houtfe had difcovered 
fome manufcripts with Siak{peare’s 


tain. I think Mr. Ireland will hardly 
fay of thefe manuteripts and original 
plays of Shak{peare, 

Nunc nonemanibus illis, 

Nune nonetumulo, fortunata que favilla 
Nafcentur violx? 

No, Mr. Ireland, neither violets nor 
GutNneaAs.—* Go to bed, Balil, good 
night, go to bed.’”’ (See the Spantl Bar- 
ber.) 1 have juli read two pamphlets on 
this fubject, the firit by Mr. LIreland’s 
fon, and the fecond by Mr. Ireland him- 
felf. ‘The fhamelels eilrontery of THE 
Boy, in avowing himfelf the author of 
thefe manufcripts, is only equalled by 
the tender solicitude of THE FATHER for 
their credit and authenticity Mr. Ire- 
land ienior, originally reited the whole 
with his fon, who, as he conftantly af- 
firmed gave the collection to him, plays, 
receipts, drawings, deeds, ‘* white, black 
and grey, and all the trumpery,” but 
declined naming the perfon from whom 
he received them. Mr. Ireland fenior, 
now preients us with the tefiimony of 
the Rev. Dr. Parr, Sir Ifaac Heard, 
Mr. Pinkerton, Mr. Laureat Pye, Mr. 
Bofwell, &c. who all figned a paper 
(very wisely to be fure) that they were 
convinced of the authenticity of the pa- 
pers. What can that prove ?—The boy’s 
tale is fimple; he abfolutely afferts that 
he forged the whole colle&ion, and gave 
the papers to his father, to pleaie at 
once and to deceive him, and the world. 
A very dutiful and a very modeft lad! 
Do we believe the boy? If we do the 
bufinefs isat anend. The father again 
and again afferts that de is ignorant of 
the perfen or the place from whence 
they came, and refers to his fon’s infor- 
mation. Now he diibelieves his own 
fon and defends the authenticity of the 
papers. Utrum Horum? In fhort, de- 
tween them both, father and fon, there 
appears to me a fort of natural parental 
affection for thefe manufcripts, which is 
very ftrange, and which | cannot explain, 
but which quite fatisfies me as to the 
nature of their originality. Mr. Malone’s 
learning and politenefs have not much 
to do with the butinefs as a matter of 
fact; and the whole queftion now turns 
upon this momentuous point : ‘* whether 
Mr. Ireland or Mr. Malone is the greatest 
scholar?’ [See Mr. lreland’s farewell 
pamphlet on Mr. Malone’s scholarship, 
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fignature, and had juft burned a large 
bafket full of them. He went to 
work immediately with peculiar in- 
genuity and art, and when his pro- 
ject was ripe for execution, he came 
to his father witha tale, that “a 
grand difcovery had been accidentally 
made at the houfe of a gentleman of 
conlideral property. ‘That, among a 
quantity of family papers, the con- 
tracts between Shak{peare, Lowine, 
and Condeil, and the leafe granted 
by him and Hemynge to Michael 
Frafer had been found. That, foon 
afterward, the deed of gift to Wil- 
liam Henry Ireland (defcribed by 
Shakfpeare, in confequence of having 
faved his life on the Thames, when 
in extreme danger of being drowned) 
and alfo the deed of truft to John 
Hemynge had been difcovered. ‘That 
in purfuing his fearch, he had been 
fo fortunate as to find fome deeds 
eftablifhing, beyond all controverfy, 
the title of this gentleman to a con- 
fiderable property ; deeds of which 
the gentleman was as ignerant as of 
his having in his poffeffion any of the 
manulcripts of Shakfpeare. That in 
return for this fervice, in addition to 
the remarkable circumftance of the 
young man bearing the fame name 
and arms, with the perfon who faved 
Shak{peare’s life, the gentleman had 
promifed kim every thing relative to 
the fubje&t, which had been, or thould 
be found, either in town or at bis 
houfe in the country. And, that at 
this houle the principal part of the 
papers, together with a great variety 
of books, containing his manufcript 
notes, and three manufcript plays, 
with part of a fourth, had been dif- 
covered.” Upon this he produced 
the manufcripts which he had forged, 








July 1797.] This is what the logicians 
call the Reductio ad Absuridum ; and there 
the queftion may fleep, and Shakfpeare 
too. Such titles as thete are foon fhaken 
from his monument; 
Ad que 
Difcutienda valent fterilis robora ficus. 
(Jan. 5, 1797-) 
Purfuits of Literature, Dialogue the 
fecond. 


corref{ponding 
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hints for promoting a Bee Society, 
which laft quickly reached a fecond 
edition. In his biegraphical fketches, 
Dr. Lettfom has been cenfured as 
indulging too much in turgid oo 
logy. His fmaller tracts | have for 
the greater part been prompted by 

benevolence, and executed with abili- 
ty and knowledge. Nor let it be for- 
gotten that he was one of thofe 
patriotic {pirits. moft particularly ac- 
tive in the eitablithment of the Royal 
Humane Society, of which he has been 
vice-prefident and treafurer. He alfo 
difplayed confiderable affiduity in 
promoting the fubfcription for prifon i 
charities and reforms, and for ereting 
a ftatue in honour of the excellent 


Mr. Howard. 
—_ » 


DAVID LEVI. 

A EARNED Jew who entered the 
lifts with Dr. Prieftley, and anfwered 
his Letters to the Jews. His princi- 
pal work is Lingua Sacra, confifting 
of 2 Hebrew gramimar, a Hebrew- 
Englifh dictionary, off appellative 
and proper words. The begi ning 
was publifhed ia 1785, and it was 
co: mpleted i in three very large octavo 
volumes, in 1738. This performance 


by no means the moit perfe& of its 


kind that mi; ght be produced, is 2 
great inftance. of 3 induitry and perie- 


verance, in a perfon who was con- 


fined all the time to a mechanical 
bulinefs to fupply the neceffaries of 


his domeitic concerns. He next pub- 
lifhed an account of Jewith Ceremo- 
nies. His controverfy with Dr. Prief 
ley began in 1787, in which year “i 
pubiit thed an octavo volume of letters 
addrefled to him ; and added anot 
volume, in ‘eile An edition of the 
Pentateuch, in five oftavo volumes, 
with the originai Hebrew printed on 
one fide of the page, with the vowel 


points, &ec. and the common Englith 
tranflation on the other, was publ liflae ¢ 
by Mr. Levi in 1791. Since this time 

he has pubii:fhed letters to Nathaniel 
Braffey Hained, Efq. M. P. in anfwer 
to his Teftimony to the authenticity 


Richard Dro- 
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thers; a weil-written Anfwer to 
Paine’s Age of Reafon ; and the Gr& 
volume (in ogtavo) of Liffertations 
on the Prophecies. The fecond volume 
of this lat work has been in the prefs 
for fome time, and the number of 
volumes of which the work is to con- 
filt, is as yet undefined. 


JOHN GILLIES. L.L.p. F.F.A-S. 
HisTorioGRaPut R to his Maicf 
ty, for Scotisad. This ventieman’s 
firft publication was a tranflation of 
the Orations of Lyfias and Ifocrates, 
Ww hich appeared in one volume quarto, 
in the year 1777, andis a work of confi- 
der: able ingenuit tyand merit. In1786, 
he publifhed his Hi iftory of Ancient 
Greece, in two volumes quartosa! hich 
has been re- pines) in four volumes 
octavo. While in this performance 
we admire the interefting vivacity of 
Dr. Gillies’ narration, we cannot but 
lament his coxcombry. He is per- 
petually aiming at the manner of the 
Great Eiiftor: an of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, wi 
the fmalleft pees fon to chat 
union, of the inoft laborious diliaeas 
and integrity of judgment, with the 
livelieh manner, the fo fingular talent 
of that confummate writer. In the 
field of Grecian Hit tory; he has met 
with a competitor of ¢ igantic grow th 
and mighty prowefs; and t hough his 
own performence has « onfiderable 
claim to merit as a fize2ble epitome, 
yet in the nomt of giving ‘his reader 
complete information, the refult o ily 
of the moft extenfive refearch, and 
he greateft comprehenfion i. mind 
Mr. Mit- 
ord. in 1789, Dr. Gillics publifhed 
a View of the reign of Frederick ij, 
of Pruffia, with a Paraliel between 


that prince and Philip “f Macedo: 


ve mult {trike his colours to 
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in one volume o€tave. ‘The 
of L’ Histo de mon Temps, rs 
by the fate ‘ee of Pruofha, which 
rclate unine diately to bimfelf and hes 
affairs, furnifhed the ma fyials of tt 
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410 
printing, and curiofity after pictu- 
refque delineation. At the fame time 
we may add, that he is one of the 
leaft qualified by education or his 
powers of compofition, to acquit him- 
felf with propriety upon thefe occa- 
fions. His firft publication was “ A 
Pidturefque Tour through Holland, 
Brabant and part of France ;”’ made 
in the autumn of 1798, and publifhed 
the year following, in two volumes 
oGtavo. In 1792 he publifhed “ Pic- 
turefque Views on the river Thames,”’ 
in two octavo voluines; and in the 
year following, “ Picturefque Views 
on the river Medway,” in an o€tavo 
volume. The copper-plates in aqua- 
tintay accompanying thefe volumes, 
are executed with confiderable beau- 
tv, and have fecured them a favoura- 
ble reception. In 1794, Mr. Ireland 
publithed “ Graphic Iiluitrations of 
Hogarth,” from pictures, drawings, 
and fearce prints in his pofleilion, in 
an octavo volume. By a moft fhame- 
ful deception, which was fuccefsfully 
put upon him by his own fon, Mr. 
Ireland became, in the year 1796, 
the oftenfible perpetrator of one of 
the groffeft literary forgeries upon the 
public, which the hiftory of letters 
can produce, and for an account of 
which we refer the Reader to the 
preceding article. In confequence ot 
this he publifhed, in that year,  Mif- 
cellaneous Papers and legal Infiru- 
ments, under the hand and feal of 
William Shakfpeare; including the 
tragedy of King Lear, and a fmall 
Fragment of Hamlet, from the ori- 
ginal manufcripts in the pofleflion of 
Samuel Ireland,” in imperial folio ; 
and, foine time afterward (when the 
forgery was proved) * Mr. Ireland’s 
vindication of his Condud&, refpeing 
the publication of the fuppofed Shak- 
{peare manufcripts, being a preface 
or introduction to a reply to the Cri- 
tical Labours of Mr. Malone, &c.” 
an octavo pamphlet; and “ An In- 
veftigation of Mr. Malone’s Claim to 
the character of a Scholar or Critic,” 
an octavo peitiphlet. The latter of 
thele performances, in point of literary 
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merit is perhaps the beft which dis 
pen has produced. 


JOHN COAKLEY LETTSOM, ESQ. 
M.D. ¥F.R.S. 

Puysician extraordinary to the 
city of London lying-in hofpital, and 
phyfician to the London Medical 
Society. A gentleman no lefs emi- 
nent for his profeffional {kill than for 
his humanity. He was educated a 
Quaker and became the pupil and 
friend of the late Dr. Fothergill, 
upon whofe deceafe he began him- 
felf to attract confiderable notice 
in his profeffion. Dr. Lettfom has 
publifhed various traéts connected 
with the fubje&i of medicine, as the 
treatment and cure of fevers, medical 
memoirs of the General Difpenfary 
in London, 1773 and 1774, Obferva- 
tions preparatory to the ufe of Dr. 
Mayerfback’s medicines (in the de- 
tection of the impofture of which 
water doctor, he engaged), a letter to 
Sir Robert Barker and George Stack- 
poole on innoculation, a Hiftory of 
the Origin of Medicine, Obfervations 
on Baron Dimfdale’s Remarks on his 
letter on general inneculation, (which 
involved him in a controverfy with 
the Baron on the fubjec& of general 
innoculation), an Effay on the dan- 
ger of fragrant flowers in a clofe 
room, and a letter to the king for a 
public profefforfhip of anatomy and 
furgery. He has alfo written an Hif- 
tory of the Tea Tree, in a quarto 
pamphlet ; an Account of Captain 
Carver (author of travels into the in- 
terior parts of America, and of the 
Univerfal Traveller), in an oétavo 
painplet; fome account of his patron 
Dr. Fothergill, in athin octavo; the 
works of Dr. Fotihergill with fome 
account of his life, in a quarto vo- 
lume ; a vindication of his conduct 
relative to the Finfbury Difpenfary 
eleCtion, in 1786; an effay on the 
effects of hard drinking ; account of 
the culture and ufe of the Mangel 
Wurzel; hintsrefpedting the diftrefles 
of the poor; hints refpeéting the 
Chlorofis of boarding {chools ; and 
hints 
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hints for promoting a Bee Society, 
which laft quickly reached a fecond 
edition. In his biographical fketches, 


‘Dr. Lettfom has been cenfured as 


indulging too much in turgid phrafeo- 
logy. His fmaller tracts have for 
the greater part been prompted by 
benevolence, and executed with abili- 
ty and knowledge. Nor let it be for- 
gotten that he was one of thofe 
patriotic {pirits- moft parceusarly ace 
tive in the eftablifhment of the Royal 
Humane Society, of whichhe has been 
vice-prelident and treafurer. He alfo 
difplayed confiderable affiduity in 
promoting the fubfcription for prifon 
charities and reforms, and for erecting 
a ftatue in honour of the excellent 


Mr. Howard. 


DAVID LEVI. 

A LEARNED JeW who entered the 
lifts with Dr. Prieftley, and anfwered 
his Letters to the Jews. His princi- 
pal work is Lingua Sacra, confifting 
of a Hebrew graminar, a Hebrew- 
Englifh dictionary, off appellative 
and proper words. The beginning 
was publifhed in 1785, and it was 
completed in three very large otavo 
volumes, in 1788. This arenes 
by no means the moft perfe& o 
kind that might be LacutePat is a 
great inftance of induiftry and perte- 
verance, in a perfon who was con- 
fined all the time to a mechanical 
bulinefs to fupply the neceffaries of 
his domeftic concerns. He next pub- 
lifhed an account of Jewifh Ceremo- 
nies. His controverly with Dr. Prieft- 
ley began in 1787, in which year he 
publithed an octavo volume of letters 
addreffed to him ; and added another 
volume, in 1789. An edition of the 
Pentateuch, in five oftavo volumes, 
with the original Hebrew printed on 
one fide of the page, with tne vowel 
points, &c. and the common Engtith 
tran{lation on the other, was publithed 
by Mr. Levi in 1791. Since this time 
he has publithed letters to Nathaniel 
Braffey Haihed, Efq. M. P. in anfwer 
to ins Tef timony to the authenticity 
of the prophecies of Richard Bro- 
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thers; a well-written Anfwer to 
Paine’s Age of Reafon ; and the firft 
volume (in otavo) of Differtations 
on the Prophecies. The fecond volume 
- this laft work has been in the prefs 

* fome time, and the number of 
so of which the work is to con- 
fiit, is as yet undefined. 


JOHN GILLIES. L.L.D. F.R.A.S. 

HISTORIOGRAPHER to his Majef- 
ty, for Scotlend. This yentleman’s 
firft publication was a tranflation of 
the Orations of Lyfias and Mocrates, 
which appeared in one volume quarto, 
in the year 1777, andis a work of confi- 
derable ingenuity and merit. In 1786, 
he publifhed his Hiftory of Ancient 
Greece, in two volumes quartogwhich 
has been re-printed in four volumes 
octavo. While in this performance 
we admire the interefting vivacity of 
Dr. Gillies’ narration, we cannot but 
lament his coxcombry. He is per- 
petually alning at the manner of the 
Great Hiftorian of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, without 
the fmalleft pretenlion to that happy 
union, of the moft laborious diligence 
and integrity of judgment, with the 
livelieft manner, the fo fingular talent — 
of that confummate writer. In the 
field of Grecian Hiftory, he has met 
with a competitor of gigantic growth 
and mighty prowels; and though his 
own performance has contiderable 
claim to merit as a fizeable epitome, 
yet in the point of giving his reader 
complete information, the refult only 
of the moft extentive refearch, and 
the greateft comprehenfion of mind 
he muft ftrike his colours to Mr. Mit- 
ford. In 1789, Dr. Gillies publifhed 
a View of the reign of Frederick Ll. 
of Pruffia, with a Parallel between 
that prince and Philip of Macedon, 
in one volume o¢tavo. Thofe parts 
of L’ Histoire de mon Temps, written 
by the late king of Pruffia, which 
relate immediately to himfelf and his 
affairs, furnifhed the materials of the 
View. In the other part of this vo- 
lume, Dr. Gillies has been emine ntly 
fuccefsful in the execution of his idea, 


and 
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printing, and curiofity after pictu- 
refque delineation. At the fame time 
we may add, that be is one of the 
leaft qualified by education or his 
powers of compofition, to acquit him- 
felf with propriety upon thefe occa- 
fions. His firft publication was “ A 
Pidurefque Tour through Holland, 
Brabant and part of France ;”’ made 
in the autumn of 1798, and publifhed 
the year following, in two volumes 
octavo. In 1792 he publifhed * Pic- 
turefque Views on the river Thames,”’ 
in two o¢tavo volumes; and in the 
year following, “ Picturefque Views 
on the river Medway,” in an o€tavo 
volume. The copper-plates in aqua- 
tintay accompanying thefe volumes, 
are executed with confiderable beau- 
ty, and have fecured them a favoura- 
ble reception. In 1794, Mr. Ireiand 
publifhed ‘ Graphic Iiluitrations of 
Hogarth,” from pictures, drawings, 
and fearce prints in his poffeflion, in 
an octavo volume. By a moft fhame- 
ful deception, which was fuccefsfully 
put upon him by his own fon, Mr. 
Ireland became, in the year 1796, 
the oftenfible perpetrator of one of 
the groffeft literary forgeries upon the 
public, which the hiftory of letters 
can produce, and for an account of 
which we refer the Reader to the 
preceding article. In confequence of 
this he publifhed, in that year,  Mif- 
cellaneous Papers and legal Inttru- 
ments, under the hand and feal of 
William Shakfpeare; including the 
tragedy of King Lear, and a {mall 
Fragment of Hamlet, from the ori- 
ginal manufcripts in the pofleilion of 
Samuel Ireland,” in imperial folio ; 
and, fome time afterward (when the 
forgery was proved) “ Mr. Ireland’s 
vindication of his Condu&, refpe Ging 
the publication of the fuppofed Shak- 
{peare manufcripts, being a preface 
or introduction to a reply to the Cri- 
tical Labours of Mr. Malone, &c.” 
an o¢tavo pamphlet; and “ An In- 
veftigation of Mr. Malone’s Claim to 
the character of a Scholar or Critic,” 
an octavo pe tiphlet. The latter of 
theie performances, in point of literary 
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merit is perhaps the beft which dis 
pen has produced. 


JOHN COAKLEY LETTSOM, ESQ. 
M.D. F.R.S. 


Puysician extraordinary to the 
city of London lying-in hofpital, and 
phyfician to the London Medical 
Society. A gentleman no lefs emi- 
nent for his profeffional {kill than for 
his humanity. He was educated a 
Quaker and became the pupil and 
friend of the late Dr. Fothergill, 
upon whofe deceafe he began him- 
felf to attract confiderable notice 
in his profeffion. Dr. Lettfom has 
publifhed various tra&ts connected 
with the fubje& of medicine, as the 
treatment and cure of fevers, medical 
memoirs of the General Difpenfary 
in London, 1773 and 1774, Obferva- 
tions preparatory to the ufe of Dr. 
Mayerfback’s medicines (in the de- 
tection of the impofture of which 
water doctor, he engaged), a letter to 
Sir Robert Barker and George Stack- 
poole on innoculation, a Hiftory of 
the Origin of Medicine, Obfervations 
on Baron Dimfdale’s Remarks on his 
letter on general inneculation, (which 
involved him in a controverfy with 
the Baron on the fubjec&t of general 
innoculation), an Effay on the dan- 
ger of fragrant flowers in a clofe 
room, and a letter to the king for a 
public profefforfhip of anatomy and 
furgery. He has alfo written an Hif- 
tory of the Tea Tree, in a quarto 
pamphlet ; an Account of Captain 
Carver (author of travels into the in- 
terior parts of America, and of the 
Univerfal Traveller), in an oavo 
pamplet; fome account of his patron 
Dr. Fothergill, in athin oftavo; the 
works of Dr. Fothergill with fome 
account of his life, in a quarto vo- 
lume ; a vindication of his conduct 
relative to the Finfbury Difpenfary 
eleGtion, in 1786; an effay on the 
effects of hard drinking ; account of 
the culture and ufe of the Mangel 
Wurzel; hintsrefpeGing the diftreffes 
of the poor; hints refpeéting the 
Chlorofis of boarding f{chools ; and 
hints 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 






For the Weebly Magazine. 
ON THE DEATH OF A YOUNG FRIEND. 


“ 
W uence flow thofe folemn ftrains, that ftrike my ear? 
«« Whence flow thofe plaintive cries, the mark of woe! 
«© Why droops that form, why flows that tender tear? 
« Ah! why that awful knell, fo folemn, flow? : 


o 


~ 


Are they the tribute to a friend once dear 


“« Called forth by keen refleGion on his worth, 


Whofe aim in life his friend’s diftrefs to thare 


‘* And make his time pals gaily from his birth? 


‘ 


Are they the tribute to a partner gone, 


“ And with him fled his reliéts peace of mind? 


~ 


Does that form droop, at being left alone? 


‘« Does that tear flow at ftaying thus behind? 


4 


~~ 


Are they the tribute to a parent fled? 


** Are thofe the cries of a delerted fon, 


é 


Who j 


has rifen from his parent’s bed, 


“ From whence but now that parent’s foul has gone ?”-— 


Thus as I mufed, unnoticed and unknown, 
And deep diftrel’s poflefs’d my anxious breaft, 
Thofe words I heard in melancholy tone— 
‘** Him have I borne, unto his place of reft— 


“« He whom I’ve marked a victim from his birth, 

: ** Whofe manly virtues ftung my foul with woe, 
Him have I fnatched, relentlefs, from the earth,— 
“Ah, why did I infatiate, ftrike that blow ?— 


** Why could I not let him remain on earth, 
“ To blets a parent, and a partner dear? 
** E’en L am forced to own his noble worth, 
‘“« E’en my ftern eye can fcarce retain the tear”—~ 


M y head I turned, to fee from whence could flow, 
Thefe trains, fo mournful, to my lift’ning ear, 
I viewed ftern death, walk melancholy, flow, 
Alas! I fighed, too soon haft thou been here.— 4. B. 

















INVITATION, 


By a young lady in the country, to ber 
friend in the city. 


Come, and fee our habitation, 
Condefcend to be our gue; 

Though the veins of warring nations 
Bleed—Yet here fecure we rett. 


By the light of Cynthia’s crefcent 
Beaming through the wavy trees, 
When we walk, we with you prefent 

To participate our blifs. 


Late, indeed, the cruel favage 
Here, with looks ferocious ficod ; 
Here, our ruftic cot did ravage, 


Sf¥in’d the grafs with human blood. 


Late they {pread dire conflagration, 
Rolling through the blooming wild, 

Seiz’d with death that fair creation-~ 
We mourn’d—but defolation fmil’d. 


Spiral flames from talleft cedar 
Flam’d abroad a heat intenfe; 

Defacing thus, with impious labour, 
Wonder of Omnipotence. 


But when conqueft rear’d her flandard, 
And the Indian nations fled, 

Peace, who long an exile wander’d 
Now return’d to blefs the fade. 


Now Eolus blows the afhes 
From fad Terra’s blackened brow, 
While the whifling fwain with ruthes 
Roofs his hut—late levell’d low. 
From 
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and has hit upon a parallel fingularly 
jut and happy, between two moft il- 
luftrious charaGters in hiftory. An at- 
tentive reader to the hiftories of thofe 
princes may pulh the parallel to a 
furprifing length; and the formation 
of fimilar comparifons of the charac- 
teriflical refemblances of eminent 
men, who have figured in modern and 
ancient hiftory, appears an ample field 
for exercifing the talents and inge- 
nuity of the fcholar. Dr, Gillies has 
at prefent in the prefs a Tranflation 
of Ariftotle’s Ethics and politics, 
comprifing his Practical Philofophy, 
in two volumes quarto. 
—— 
QMAR. A NARRATIVE. 
“{ Continued from page 379.] 
Omar kills his Wrfe. 


OMAR was one of thofe men who 
could be called perfe&, if ever the 
Eternal made any mortal perfect. He 
was young and handiome, and the 
maidens of Bagdat called him in 
their fongs the rofe of defire, the 
pink of happinefs, and the violet of 
the morning dream. His riches were 
immenie, his palace was indeed lefs 
than thofe of the califs, but it was 
more beautiful; for their’s were rich 
but void of all elegance or neatnefs. 
Omar was flrong and healthy ; and, 
what is more than all this, he was 
purfued by the maidens he loved. No 
wonder that Omar was not at reft. 
“Ali is known to be a fool,” faid 
Omar; but the fage likewife may 
not be fo wife as he is thought to be. 
“J fhall try if I cannot be happy in 
Fatima’s arms.” Omar took Fatima 
home, breathed only on her lips, taft- 
ed in full meafure the happinefs of 
love, rioted in Fatima’s charms, and 
exclaimed a thoufand times, I am 
happy Fatima I have found every 
thing that was wanting to me in thy 
dems.” Omar rioted thus three 
months, and rioted till he was fur- 
feited. The old were enlivened in 


Fatima's prefence; Omar forrowfully 
caft luis eyes on the ground. Omar 
blufhed when fhe touched the hem of 





his garment; Omar turned pale when 
the kiffed him. Fatima foon obferved 
this coldnefs, and was afflicted at it. 
The law of the Prophet permitted 
him to bury his difguft in the arms of 
another ; but he always fuppefed that 
he caufed a like difguft in Fatima ; 
he refolved to withdraw from her fight 
a year or two. “ She wants to 
fee me no more, fhe wifhes to wean 
herfelf from me; fhe will become as 
indifferent to me as I am to her.” 
Omar had two factors, one at Ormu- 
fon on the Perfian gulph, and the 
other at Haleb in Syriae He had 
never neglected thefe factors; but 
now he wifhed to go inperfon. He 
went with the caravan to the former 
place; at his arrival, he afked for 
the accounts, and found that in three 
years he had been a gainer of two 
hundred per cent. The Eternal bleffes 
me wherever I turn my eyes; and 
yet I pine in mifery. In two years he 
returned, and at a day’s journey from 
Bagdat he met a meflenger, who ae 
quainted him with the news that Fa- 
tima was going to be buried the next 
day ; a fecret forrow having preyed 
upon her heart during the abfence of 
her hufband. For at that time no 
fuch wife was to be feen in Bagdat. 
Omar ftood {till with downcaft eyes. 
* Great Prophet,” exclaimed he when 
returned from his illufion, “ Iam a 
man who never afflict any one, and 
I have been the murderer of the moft 
lovely creawre of this world. Fa- 
tima breathed nothing but love and 
tendernefs, aud fhe was obliged to 
languifh and die in the bloom of life. 
The fage is at leaft right in this fay- 
ing, that men are created to enjoy 
life and follow after virtue. But the 
Eternal alone“knows whether or not 
they are created to be happy.” 


{Yo be Continued. } 
— 


ANECDOTE. 

A lawyer being fick, made his will 
and gave away all his eftate to fran- 
tic and mad people, being afked why 
he did fo, he replied, “ From fuch I 
had it, and to fuch I give it again.” 
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Where Ganges rolls his yellow tide, 

Where bleft Columbia’s waters glide, 

Old Scotia’s fons, fpread far and wide, 
Shall oft rehearfe, 

With forrow fome, but all with pride, 
Thy witching verfe. 


In early fpring, thy earthly bed, 
Shall be with many a wild flow’r f{pread, 
The violet there its fweets fhall fhed 
In humble guife, 
And there, the ‘‘ mountain-daifie’s” head 
Shall duly rife. 


While darknefs reigns, fhould bigotry, 
With boiling blood, and bended knee, 
Scatter the weeds of infamy 
O’er thy cold clay, 
Thofe weeds, at light’s firft bluh, fhall be 
Soon {wept away. 


And when thy fcorners are no more, 

The lonely glens and fea-beat fhore, 

Where thou haft con’d thy fancies o’er 
With foul elate, 

Oft fhall the bard at eve explore, 
And mourn thy fate. 


ADDRESS TO THE MOCKING-BIRD. 


SWEET bird, whofe imitative ftrain, 
Of all thy tribe can perfonate the note, 
And with a burthen’d heart complain, 
Or to the fong of jov artune thy throat, 
To thee I touch the ftring ; 
While at my cafement, from the neigh- 
b’ring tree, 
Thou hail’it the coming Spring, 
And plaintive pour thy voice, or mock 
with merry glee. 
Thou bringeftto my mind, 
The charafers we find 
Amid the motley feenes of human life! 
How very few appear, 
The garb of truth to wear! 
But with a borrow’d voice, conceal a 
heart of strife. 


Sure then, with wifdom fraught, 
Thou art by nature taught, 
Diffembl!’d joy in others to deride; 
And when the mournful heart, 
Ailumes a fprightly part, 
To note the cheat, and with thy mocking 
chide. 


But when, with doleful fong, 
Thou fing’ft the woods among, 
And fofter feelings in the breaft awake ; 
Sure then thy rolling note, 
Does fympathy denote, 
And fhews thou can’ft of others’ grief 
partake. 


Poetry. | ats 


Pour out thy lengthen’d ftrain, 
With woe and grief complain. 
And bleed thy forrows in the mournfyl 
ay; 
Thy moving tale reveal. 
Let my breait pity feel, 
I love in filent woe to pafs the day. 


i — 


ODE TO A CRICKET. 


Lirrie gueft, with blythefome note, « 
That warbleft by my tapers light, 

Come and tune thy merry throat, 
Welcome vifitant of night. 


Here enjoy a calm retreat, 
In my chimney fafely dwell, 

No rude hand thy haunt fhall beat, 
Or chafe thee from thy lonely cell. 


Ceme recount me all thy woes, 
While around us fighs the gale ; 

Or, rejoic’d to find repofe, 
Charm me with thy merry tale. 


Say what paffion moves thy breaft: 
Does fome flame employ thy care! 

Perhaps with love thou art opprett, 
A mournful victim to defpair. 


Shelter’d from the win’try wind, 
Live and fing, and banith care ; 

Here afylum you fhall find, 
Sympathy has.brought thee here: 


<a 
THE SKY-LARK. 
[By Shenftone. } 


Go, tuneful bird, that gladd’ft the tkies 
To Daphne’s window {peed thy way, 

And there on quiv’ring pinions rife, 
And there thy vocal art difplay. 


And if the deign thy notes to hear, 
And if the praife thy matin fong, 
Tell her, the founds that focthe her ear 
To Damon’s native plains belong. 


Tell her, in livelier plumes array’d, 
‘The bird from Indian groves may 
fhine ; 
But afk the lovely, partial maid, 
What are his notes compar’d to thine. 


Then bid her treat yon witlefs beau 
And all his flaunting race with fcorn, 
And lend an ear to Damon’s woe, 
Who fings her praife, and fings for- 
lorn. 
INTELLIGENCE. 
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4l4 Poetry. 


From the teeming womb of nature 
Burftiag flowers exhale perfume; 
Shady oaks of lofty ftature 
Caft again a cooling gloom. 


Brooks from each reflefing fountain 
Roll again, unmixt with gore, 
And tumbling from the lofty mountain 

Fall beneath, with folemn roar. 


Here, embofom’d in this eden, 
Cheerful all our hours are fpent ; 

Here, no pleafures are forbidden, 
Rural joys are innocent. 


—-— 


ELEGY, 


On the death of Robert Burns, the Ayre- 
shire Ploughman.—By Edward Rush- 
ton, of Liverpool. 


Poor, wildly fweet, uncultur’d flower! 
Thou lowlieft of the mufe’s bower! 
“ Stern ruin’s ploughfhare, ’mang the 
ftoure, 
Has crufh’d thy ftem,” 
And forrowing verfe fhall mark the hour, 
«* Thou bonie gem !” 


*Neath the green turf, dear nature’s child! 

Sublime, pathetic, artlefs, wild, 

Of all thy quips and cranks defpoil’d, 
Cold doft thou lie, 

And many a youth and maiden mild 
Shall o’er thee figh. 


Thofe powers that, eagle-wing’d could 
foar, . 
That heart,—which ne’er was cold be- 
fore, 
That tongue, which caus’d the table’s 
roar, 
Are now laid low, 
And Scotia’s fons fhall hear no more 
Thy rapturous flow. 


Warm’d with “a {park o’ nature’s fire,” 
From the rough plough thou didft afpire 
To make a fordid werld admire ; 
And few like thee, 
O! Burns, have {wept the minftrel’s lyre 
With ecflacy. 


Ere winter’s icy vapours fail, 

The violet, in th’ uncultur’d dale, 

So fweetly feents the pafling gale, 
That fhepherd voys, 

Led by the fragrance they inhale, 
Soon find their prize. 


So, when to life’s chill glens confin’d, 
Thy rich, though rough, untutor’d mind, 
Pour’d on the fenfe of each rude hind 
Such fontie lays, 
That to thy brow was foon affign’d 
The wreathe of praife. 


Anon! with nobler daring bleft, 
The wild notes throbbing at thy brea&,- 
OF friends, wealth, learning, unpoffefs’d, 
Thy fervid mind 
Tow’rds fame’s proud turrets boldly 
prefs, 
And pleas’d mankind. 
But what avail’d thy powers to pleafe? 
When want approach’d, and pale difeafe, 
Could thefe thy infant brood appeafe 
That wail’d for bread? 
Or could they, for a moment, eafe 
Thy woe-worn head? 
Applaufe, poor child of minftrelfey ! 
Was all the world e’er gave to thee ; 
Unmov’d, by pinching penury 
They faw thee torn, 
And now, kind fouls, with fympathy 
Thy lols they mourn. 
Oh! how I loathe the bloated train, 
Who oft had heard thy dulcet ftrain, 
Yet, when thy frame was rack’d with 
pain, 
Could keep aloof, 
And eye, with Fulent difdain, 
Thy lowly roof. 


Yes! proud Dumfries! Oh! would to 
Heaven, 
Thou hadft from that cold {pot been 
driven, 
Thou might’it have found fome fthelter- 
ing haven 
On this fide Tweed ; 
Yet ah! e’en here poor bards have ftriv’n 
And died in need. 


True genius {corns to flatter knaves, 
Or crouch amidit a race of flaves; 
His foul, while fierce the tempett raves, 
No tremor knows, 
And, with unfhaken nerve, he braves 
Life’s fretting woes. 
No wonder then, that thou fhould’f find 
Th’ averted glance of half mankind, 
Shou’dit fee the fly, flow, fuple mind 
To wealth afpire, 
While, tcorn, negle&, and want com- 
bin’d 
To quench thy fire. 
While wint’ry winds pipe loudand ftrong, 
The high-perch’d ftorm-cock pours his 
fong ; 
So thy Eolian lyre was ftrung 
Midit chilling times, 
Yet cheerly did’it thou roll along, 
Thy ‘‘ routh of rhymes.” 


And ah! that routh of rhymes thall ¥aife 
For thee a laiting pile of praife; 
Haply fome wing, 1m thefe our days, 
gas loftier foar’d, 
But, from the heart, more melting lays 
‘ Were never pour’d. 
Where 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


Ir is faid a bill is now pending before 
the fegiflature of this ftate, for the efta- 
blifhment of free-fchools throughout the 
commonwealth of Pennfylvania. 

A company of the United States artil- 
lery, marched on Wednefday for North- 
ampton; and on Thurfday morning the 
different city troops of horfe fet out for 
the fame place, the whole under the 
command of Brigadier General Macpher- 
fon. 

On Wednefday the Governor approved 
and figned a law for removing the Seat 
of Government of this ftate, from this 
city to Lancafter. Accommodations are 
to be prepared at Lancaiter for the re- 
ception of all the public offices by the 
firft of November, and the legiilature 
will commence its annual meeting there, 
as is provided by law, on the firit Tuef- 
day in December next. 

A refolution pafied the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives on Wednefday, for adjourning 
the Legiflature, sine die, on 'Thurfday 
the 11th inftant. 


APPOINTMENTS 
By the Board of Managers for the East- 
India Company of North America. 

Nalbro Frazier, Efq. to the office of 
Secretary. 

William Waters, Efg. to be Comman- 
der of the Company’sdhip Atlantic, of 
14 guns: and 

James Reid, Efq. to be the Company’s 
Refident at Canton. ‘ 

Richard Derby, Efq. of Salem, is ap- 
pointed a Captain in the Navy of the 
Urited States. He will command the 
frigate building at Salem. 

Captain Bainbridge, late of the Reta- 
liation, is appointed to the command of 
the Norfolk, armed brig, belonging to 
the United States, now laying at Glou- 
cefter point. 

The two fhips building at Baltimore 
for the fervice of government, will be 
launched we are ailured, towards the 
clofe of the enfuing month. They will 
mount 18 and 20 guns, and are to be 
calledthe Maryland and the Chesapeate. 





Extract of a letter from Havannah, dated 
tgth of February, 1799—received at 
Boston. 

«This place is overftocked with Euro- 
pean and American goods; the fales are 
therefore confequently fmall. 

‘‘ Early one morning in one of my 
rounds, I found at the landing fome hun- 
dreds of wretched men, women and chil- 


dren, difembarking from two veffels; 
many of thefe unhappy creatures had the 
blood running from their limbs where 
the irons had torn their flefh. I turned 
away from the feene of horror, and faid 
to one near me, fure the curfe of God 
awaits the fordid wretch who makes a 
trade of human flefh. I then thought 
them two Swedith veffels; but judge of 
my furprife when told that thefe and 
feveral other vefiels in the fame trade, 
belonged to boafted republicans of our 
own city ; men who daily dwell onthofe 
high founding words, Rights of Man, 
and weekly worfhip the God of Mercy / 
while blood, tears, and extreme anguith, 
are the portion of their cargoes—of 
wretched fathers, mothers and children, 
torn from their deareft connections, by 
the cruel hand of avarice.” 


‘‘Is there not fome chofen curfe, fome 
hidden thunder, Z 

** In the ftores of heaven, 

‘“‘“Red with uncommon wrath, to blaft 
the man, 

‘‘Who gains his wealth by trade in 
human blood.” 

In the Decade Philosophique, one of 
the French literary journals, is contained 
the following remark upon the itate of 
learning in America, which muft be al- 
lowed to contain fome truth; and which 
fhews in a ftriking manner, what a learn- 
ed foreigner thinks of the rude ttate of an 
infant people. ‘In the United States, the 
Sciences may be faid to be in their cra- 
dle, Three colleges, anda Univertity 
of Theology, of law, and phyfic; five or 
fix academical focieties, which are but in 
a paralized ftate; a number of private 
{chools, for the education of youth, con- 
ftitute at prefent the only fource of moral 
or intellectual inftruétion. Indeed the 
general character of the Americans, leads 
them to ftudy rather the means of aug- 
menting their fortunes, than to cultivate 
learning, and to contribute pro virili their 
quota towards the progrefs, and diflemi- 
nation of knowledge. 1 know of no work 
publifhed in a national point of view.” 

—_- 
MARRIAGES. 

Mr. “fosiah Lewis, to Mifs Margaret 
Delany, both of this city. Mr. Fosepb 
Walters, of Beula, to Milfs Ann Cornop, 
of Willis-town, Chefter county. 

<i —$— 
DEATHS. 

Mifs Margaret Fullerton, of this city. 

At Charlefton (s.c.) Capt. Hames Finley. 
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